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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Ten years ago this month the British National Party had 
their first councillor elected in Tower Hamlets in East 
London. Derek Beackon secured only seven votes more 
than Labour but the election of a fascist councillor sent 
shockwaves throughout Britain. He was the BNP’s chief 
steward — lead thug — and his ability to represent local 
people was distinctly lacking. A magnificent local 
community-led campaign ensured that Beackon was not 
returned to office. 

A decade later and we are facing a far larger problem. 
Last month saw the election of another BNP councillor, 
in Kirklees, bringing their total number of councillors, 
albeit briefly, to seventeen. Within days, Luke Smith, a 
BNP councillor in Burnley, had resigned his seat after 
wounding a fellow party member at one of their so- 
called “family” festivals. We had featured Smith on the 
front page of last month's Searchlight, exposing the fact 
that he was a football hooligan. BNP leader Nick Griffin 
and his cohorts claim that Smith was expelled because of 
his violence but the truth is that this incident was just 
one part of the internal struggle that is taking place 
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between those loyal to Griffin and those loyal to former 
leader and party founder, John Tyndall. 

As we go to press we have heard that Alan Winder, BNP 
member and Ku Klux Klan activist who was recently 
exposed in Searchlight as working as a train guard in 
Eastbourne, has been dismissed from his job. Apparently 
he has also left the TSSA, the union that he was a 
member of while working. 

In October, as part of Black History Month, the South 
East Region TUC have organised a meeting with Paul 
Robeson Jr delivering the keynote lecture. Mr Robeson 
has written extensively about his father, a man who was 
a giant of the anti-racist and anti-imperialist struggle and 
the embodiment of anti-fascism. Paul Robeson 
understood and articulated how racism, fascism, 
antisemitism and labour movement struggles were 
connected in a way that has been unsurpassed. The 
thread that runs throughout this month’s Searchlight 
would have accorded with Robeson’s own views: that the 
key to defeating racism is black and white unity through 
the labour movement. 
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Red, White and 
Blue Festival ends 
up Black and Blue 


The BNP had every reason to be in buoyant mood. A council victory only a few days before 
and advance sales of over 1,500 tickets meant that the leadership was out to enjoy 
themselves. It was for that very same reason that I was feeling uneasy about the weekend. 
That was until Burnley BNP councillor Luke Smith stuck a bottle into the face of the 

Leeds BNP organiser. Things then became quite interesting. Nick Lowles reports from 
inside the BNP’s summer festival. 





or the second year running, the British 

National Party held its summer Red, White and 

Blue festival in a field in Swanley. Cushioned 

between the East Lancashire towns of Burnley, 

Pendle and Blackburn, the BNP consider this 
their homeland. 

I arrived early on the Saturday morning to see teams 
of activists putting the finishing touches to the site. 
A large circus tent and three marquees had been 
erected. There was a certain amount of chaos around 
the place but few seemed to care. The BNP like to 
portray themselves as the newcomers to British politics 
and a slight sense of disorganisation appears to go down 
well with members. 

There were about 1,500 people there, about double 
last year’s attendance, and considerably more than the 
200 that went to the first RWB event in 2000. There was 
the owl that was used in the Harry Potter film, clay 
pigeon shooting and bouncy castles. 

But there were also several promised elements 
missing. The BNP had trumpeted a performance by the 
controversial comedian Bernard Manning which, I was 
told, would have cost the party over £2,000. He did not 
appear. Another well-advertised element that failed to 
materialize was the helicopter. One circled around but it 
appeared that the BNP had not prepared a landing strip. 

It wasn't long before I began to sense the simmering 
tensions. There had been talk in the party that BNP chief 
steward, Warren Bennett, had left the party in disgust 
over the selection of a Muslim candidate and a man 
with an African wife. But here he was, taking full control 
of proceedings, much to the annoyance of Tony 
MacDonnell, a Leeds football hooligan, who had been 
led to believe that he was the new head of security. 

The Burnley BNP branch also came in for some stick. 
Despite being the most successful party unit in the 
country, with eight councillors, the group is out of sync 
with the leadership and, it appeared, with much of the BNP. 
Only a few of the councillors put in an appearance and 
several leading members of the branch failed to attend. 
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I couldn't help but smile when a few Burnley branch 
members carried out an anti-Griffin protest. 

Dozens of supporters were already huddled around 
their pints, passing the time by discussing the horrors of 
multicultural Britain and their political opponents. 
However, it soon became clear that an incident the 
previous evening was the main topic of conversation. 
Many BNP supporters were reporting their disgust at 
Luke Smith, a 21-year-old BNP councillor from Burnley. 
He had been clearly drunk when he had led some 
Loyalist chanting. Smith was eventually asked to leave 
and sober up. 

“Who was that idiot?” one reveller asked others 
around the table. They reacted with disbelief when they 
were told he was a councillor. 

This was the same Luke Smith who Searchlight 
exposed last month as a convicted football hooligan. 
Following our revelations, the party rallied around him 
saying that he was not a man of violence. 

The event proper kicked off somewhat late, but time- 
keeping is not one of the party’s strong points. In fact, 
everything overrun over the weekend. Tony Lecomber 
and former Freedom Party leader Jonathon Bowden 
pretended to do a Newsnight interview while, in the 
main tent, the lads and ladies went through some 
strange line-dancing ritual. 


“Will the real Nick Lowles, please stand up?” 

It was all getting rather boring and, to be honest, I was 
starting to drift off midway through a session where key 
activists were telling us just how much they loved the party. 

I was stirred from my slumber when I heard my name 
being called out. Startled, I looked around, fearing 
that my presence had finally been rumbled. In a way, 
I had. MC Kevin Scott, the party's North East Organiser, 
had invited me to stand up! 

“Before I introduce the next speaker I would like to 
introduce a special guest here today. Would Nick Lowles 
of Searchlight please stand up?” The party leadership 
were obviously annoyed that I had reported from a 


number of national BNP events. 

A few in the audience began to look around, obviously 
thinking that I was going to reveal myself. 

“Oh, Nick, you're obviously not as stupid as you look,” 
Scott continued. 

The man next to me roared with laughter. Embarrassed, 
but now no longer shaking, I joined in with him. 

The evening’s entertainment was led by former C18 
man Stephen Calladine, better known by his nickname, 
“Stigger”. He is normally joined by the Scottish band 
Nemesis but lead singer John Cartwright had decided to 
perform at the Rudolph Hess march in Germany instead. 

I suppose it would have been about now that Manning 
should have performed and, with what was to follow, 
even I wished he had. 

First up was some daft bloke with a ukulele. This be- 
came even more ridiculous when he said: “I’m not sure 
if this is appropriate but I'll play it all the same.” He then 
played the theme tune to Dad’s Army. 

“Who do you think you are kidding, Mr. Hitler...2” 

I looked over at the BNP leader Nick Griffin and 
thought the same. 

Next up with the Doc Madness roadshow. The neigh- 
bour of Griffin’s entertained the audience by lying 
on glass. 

It was well past ten and I thought about calling it a 
night. On my way back to my tent, I popped into the beer 
tent. I was glad I did as I was soon served up a real treat. 


Bottling it 

Luke Smith had returned in apologetic mood but this was 
soon forgotten as he and several other young Burnley 
hooligans started drinking. As the evening wore on, their 
mood got rowdier. In between bursts of chanting and 
laughter, there was also abuse directed at the party 
leadership and, in particular, towards Nick Griffin. 

There has long been tension between Burnley BNP 
and the leadership. Recently this was reflected in strong 
support for the former party leader, John Tyndall, during 
his recent expulsion. 

A drunken Smith was revelling in the attention he was 
getting. “Do you know who I am?” he shouted at one 
BNP supporter who asked him to keep his voice down. 
“Tm a councillor, you know”. 

Security eventually moved in. Martin Reynolds, the 
Leeds BNP organiser, and part of the security team, 
moved in to usher Smith away. An argument broke out 
as Smith refused to go. Words were exchanged and 
Reynolds hit Smith’s friend in the face, instantly splitting 
the man’s nose and drawing blood. 

Everyone in the beer tent turned to watch the show. 

Smith’s friends rose to give him their support. 
Other stewards came in and a bigger fight broke out. 
Three or four Burnley hooligans went for Reynolds. 
He was forced down and that’s when Smith lifted his 
Stella bottle. In one swift move he brought it crashing 
down into Reynolds’ left eye, instantly opening up a 
nasty gash. 

Another Burnley hooligan was less successful. He was 
on the receiving end of a three punch combination by 
Leeds hooligan Tony McDonnell and was knocked 
unconscious. 

Reynolds was eventually taken to Leeds Royal 
Infirmary where he received seven stitches for his cut. 

The mood in the beer tent had now changed. 
The amusement at the fight turned to amazement and 
shock. A BNP councillor had driven a bottle into the face 
of another BNP organiser. 

The incident hung over the rest of the weekend. 


Griffin got a great reception when he announced on the 
Sunday afternoon that Luke Smith was going to be 
expelled from the party but there was no doubting the 
severity of the incident. Some questioned how such a 
man could be a BNP councillor in the first place, while 
others wondered aloud about how the media would use 
this against them. 

Sitting towards the back of the tent, I smirked at the 
irony of it all. According to one Burnley activist, some in 
Burnley expressed their reservations about Smith 
standing as a candidate in the first place. However, these 
concerns were brushed aside by the party leadership. 

It was as I was reflecting on this, that the South West 
Regional Organiser, Robert Baggs, introduced Mick 
Holmes, the Lincolnshire organiser. He appeared on 
stage to announce, proudly, that he was “a racist”. 

In a speech that appeared at odds with the party’s new 
image, Holmes added: “Every problem in this country is 
down to race.” He blamed blacks for all crime, Asians for 
“breeding like rabbits” and when he came to Africans 
with Aids, he simply said: “Let them die.” 

Tony Lecomber’s presentation was probably the most 
informative of the weekend. He said that the BNP would 
stand hundreds of candidates next year, could well 
win 60 council seats and had a good chance of one MEP. 
This is far below the four or five that Griffin is 
confidently expecting. He also spoke of the problems 
within London BNP and said that the party must 
prioritise every by-election. 

The award for the biggest growth in membership 
went to Bradford, with 86 new member sin the last year. 
This did not please Mick Treacy, the Oldham organiser, 
who had won the award for the last two years. 
He thought that his 70 new members were enough to 
take the trophy again. The Halifax branch, which had 
recruited 50 members this year, was also disappointed. 

The BNP will present the weekend as a great success. 
Sure there were lots of people and a mood of confidence 
and even destiny was certainly prevalent, but 
surrounded by hundreds of like-minded people I 
suppose it is easy to feel that anything is possible. 

I left the site and returned to reality. 


A Postscript 
Luke Smith is refusing to apologise for attacking 
Martin Reynolds. He claims that the steward accosted 
him when he attempted to have a word with Nick 
Griffin. He said that he acted in self-defence and the 
steward simply “came off second”. 

He also told the local paper that Griffin is not fit to 
lead the BNP and has done nothing to help the BNP in 
Burnley. He has, however, resigned as a councillor. 


Luke Smith 
ex-BNP 
councillor 
and nazi yob 
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Labour disarray 





helps BNP | 
y-election victory 


By Terry McKay - Kirklees United against Racism & Fascism 


councillor (though they were back down to 16 

within days after Luke Smith’s resignation), 
following the BNP’s victory in a by-election in Kirklees, 
West Yorkshire in August. The by-election, in 
the traditional Labour ward of Heckmondwike, had the 
right ingredients for a BNP victory from the outset. 
Standing for the first time in this typical West Yorkshire 
mill-town, the BNP were to benefit from a split Labour 
vote (a Labour councillor had resigned the party whip 
and decided to stand as an independent) and a strong 
anti-war sentiment amongst the Asian community 
(11% of the electorate) which was to translate into 
support for the Liberal Democrat candidate. 

Throughout their campaign, the BNP concentrated 
most of their efforts on the middle-class areas of the 
ward (Roberttown and Norristhorpe) parading only 
their tallest and blondest comrades. The less affluent 
Dale Lane estate, an area suffering social deprivation, 
was also high on their agenda. Several of the local 
people that we spoke to there had been canvassed three 
or more times. The result was a significantly increased 
turnout which was up 12.7% in a polling area where 
fewer than 15% sometimes bother to vote. The local 
Labour party has since confirmed that most of that vote 
went to the BNP. 

In a scenario that has been played out up and down 
the country, the BNP won Heckmondwike on the back of 
a law and order campaign that appealed to the 
traditional Tory vote (whose support collapsed by more 
than 800 votes compared to their result in last May’s 
election) and which met with the approval of those that 
do not normally bother to vote. There was very little 
mention of race in any of their material, with only slight 
reference to asylum. In their first leaflet, they claimed 
that one of the largest local employers, Birkby Plastics, 
had sacked the workforce and replaced them with 
asylum seekers. The company has since issued a letter of 
complaint to the BNP agent, Nick Cass. 

There were large sections of the community that 
seemed prepared to ignore the fascist roots of the BNP 
in order to make their concerns on local issues known. 
The abject failure of the mainstream parties to engage 
voters has created a very real danger at local level of the 
BNP making significant gains here and in other areas 
across the north next May. 

The involvement of the notorious BNP member, Mark 
Collett, early in the campaign, presented us with a great 
opportunity to play heavily on his admiration for 
the Nazis. Within a week of our first leaflet going out in 


D avid Exley became the 17th British National Party 
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the ward, the BNP’s Dewsbury organiser, Nick Cass, had 
publicly distanced Collett from their election effort in 
the local press. He even went so far as to admit 
his “embarrassment” that Collett was a party member. 
It is no secret that Cass has long fancied himself as 
Regional Organiser and his close relationship with 
Bradford BNP supporter, Arthur Bentley, will have put 
him at odds with Collett. 

Over a five week period we distributed more than 
12,000 news-sheets, dominated the local press and had 
more than 600 hits on our by-election website. 

With less than two-weeks until polling day, both the 
Lib-Dems and Labour issued a ward-wide leaflet 
claiming that only by voting for them could the BNP be 
stopped. Some Labour councillors even maintained that 
they would “walk it” with 50% on the eve of the election. 
The mood in the town had changed quite dramatically 
over the four-week campaign and it slowly became 
obvious that a shock was on the cards. 

Without the involvement of the Independent 
candidate, Tim Crowther, the chances are that Labour 
would have retained the seat. As it was, Labour lost 
between 7-800 votes to Crowther who has since 
expressed regret at his lack of foresight in the timing of 
his resignation. 

The result gave the BNP their first seat on Kirklees 
council and will doubtless act as a wake-up call to the 
ever-complacent local Labour parties. Given their 
showing in Kirklees last May, and on the back of this 
gain, there are at least ten wards where there is a serious 
danger of further BNP victories next June. 


David Exley (BNP) 
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TYNDALL 
EXPELLED 


By Nick Lowles 


launched over twenty years ago but he is refusing to go 
quietly. Plans are already underway to fight his expulsion 
through the courts. 

A BNP tribunal, held in Chigwell, Essex early last month, 
heard seven charges against the former leader but the result 
was never really in any doubt. While four of the charges were 
dropped during the hearing, and he was found not guilty on 
another, he was still convicted on two others. 

Tony Lecomber, the party’s Group Development Officer, 
and the key instigator behind the expulsion, was 
prosecuting. The four-man jury was led by Tony MacDonnell, 
a Leeds activist and hooligan, who was a key mover against 
Tyndall in the 1999 leadership battle. 

Most of the charges revolved around the claim that 
Tyndall was deliberately undermining the party through his 
continuing attacks on the leadership in his publication 
Spearhead. Tyndall’s defence that his articles reflected a 
political attack on the policies and the leadership, rather 
than the BNP as a whole, fell on deaf ears. 

A few days later he was informed in writing that he was 
no longer a member of the party. 

Tyndall seems determined to fight on. He has already 
instructed solicitors to begin a legal challenge to his 
expulsion. In this he will be encouraged by the difficulties 
that the Conservative Party and the Ulster Unionists have 
had in removing internal critics. 

A major plank of his defence will focus on the BNP’s July 
members’ bulletin and monthly publication Identity which 
both gave a political basis for his expulsion. He will 
undoubtedly argue that this meant that the specific charges 
were made up to fit an already decided punishment. 

In an e-mail to supporters, Tyndall reacted with disbelief 
to the claims by the four tribunal members that none of 
them had read the bulletin or the magazine. 

Tyndall is continuing to remain loyal to the party despite 
his expulsion. He is urging supporters to remain and fight 
from within. While he will try to present this as proof of his 
undying commitment to the BNP he has very little option. 

While an increasing number of activists are becoming 
disillusioned with Griffin, few seem willing to leave the party. 
A few days before the tribunal Tyndall addressed a meeting 
of 120 supporters in Clitheroe, Lancashire. BNP members 
from across the North west and Yorkshire came to give their 
support to the former BNP leader. Interestingly, several 
dozen Burnley BNP members and a sizeable contingent 
from Halifax, led by BNP councillor Richard Mulhall and 
former North West regional organiser Chris Jackson, were in 
the audience. 

However, attending a meeting is one thing, leaving the 
party in sympathy is quite another. The BNP leadership 
know this and believe, probably correctly, that few will walk 
out. After all, where would they go and does Tyndall really 
have the strength or inclination to form a new party? 

The fact remains that the BNP has taken a big gamble. 
By removing Tyndall they hope to stem the growing tide of 
criticism in the Northern BNR However, a defeat in the High 
Court could undermine the leadership in a far more 
damaging way. 


j= Tyndall has been formally expelled from the party he 
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mayoral campaign 





THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY has launched its 2004 
London mayoral campaign with the selection of Tess 
Culnane as its candidate but there are already signs that 
its campaign will be sidetracked by internal dissent. 

The Lewisham-based grandmother is a relative 
newcomer to the party though she has contested two 
council elections in the last couple of years. Culnane will 
hope to improve substantially on the 1.7% polled by 
Michael Newland in 2000 though the party is realistic 
enough to accept that it has no chance of winning. 

Its cause will be particularly helped by news that 
potential UKIP candidate, Gary Bushell, has now 
decided to withdraw from the race. The well-known 
right-wing journalist had been seen as a big threat to the 
BNP as he would almost certainly have attracted a 
sizeable section of the racist vote. His decision to 
withdraw came after the BNP promised to reveal 
Bushell’s links with the BNP. 

At the recent Red, White and Blue festival, Group 
Development Officer, Tony Lecomber, outlined the party's 
priorities for next year. The real target was the London 
assembly elections where half of the members are elected 
through a form of proportional representation. He told the 
audience that as long as the party could reach the 5% 
threshold, they would be guaranteed a seat. A vote of 
8% could see two BNP candidates elected. 

Lecomber acknowledged the problems faced by the 
BNP in London but stressed that, as it was the capital, it 
could not be ignored. He said that many party activists 
had moved out and that in some boroughs, the majority 
of people were non-white. However, he said that a good 
election campaign, with the election of at least one 
person, would revitalize its demoralised activist base. 

While the BNP believes that concerns with asylum 
seekers and gun crime will win them support, its 
election efforts could be undermined by continuing 
internal problems. As Searchlight reported earlier this 
year, a party meeting in East London ended in chaos and 
threats of violence when meeting organiser Dave Hill 
made a menacing late night visit to the Basildon home 
of the London Regional Organiser, Chris Roberts. 

Almost six months later and the feud shows no sign of 
ending, largely because of the actions of the party 
leadership who were keen to exploit divisions within a 
region with strong John Tyndall support. The police were 
called to investigate but this appears to have backfired as 
Hill has entered a counter-claim against Chris Roberts’ 
brother, the Lewisham organizer, Barry Roberts. 

Chris Roberts has become increasingly demoralised 
with the internal wranglings and seems to be taking a 
back seat from running the London party. While he tops 
the party’s list for the European elections, control of the 
mayoral campaign has been handed over to the less 
than able Bob Gertner. 

Gertner is a hardline Holocaust denier who was seen 
following the proven liar, David Irving, around the High 
Court like a sad lapdog during his failed libel action. 

The BNP may perform well in London next year but 
this will not be the result of an excellent local party. 
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By Nick Lowles 


is being promised by the leadership of the White 

Nationalist Party. Trade unionists, anti-fascists and 
decent people opposed to nazism will be targeted in a 
move designed to attract disillusioned white working 
class youth to the WNP. 

In sharp contrast to the attempted respectability of 
the British National Party, the WNP presents itself as an 
unreconstructed racist party. It has grown substantially 
in recent months. Its core activist base remains in 
Yorkshire but it has recruited large elements of the 
National Front in the North West and West Midlands, 
as well as former BNP activists who have become 
disillusioned by the softening of the party’s policies. 
As a result, WNP groups have recently sprung up in the 
North West, the West Midlands and Plymouth. 

An emerging figure in the party is Mark Cotterill, who, 
until last year, was a leading light in the BNP. For many 
years, Cotterill ran the American Friends of the BNP and 
had links with leading US nazis in the National Alliance. 
Cotterill has proved himself an effective organiser and 
self-publicist over the years and in recent weeks has 
secured press coverage for the WNP in Accrington, 
Blackburn and Preston. He has also been the central 
focus of an article on the WNP in Belfast. 

The WNP believes that it will continue to grow over the 
coming months as the backlash against asylum seekers 
continues. It also hopes to benefit from the BNP’s 
increasingly populist stance and the implosion of the 
National Front. 

There have even been discussions about standing 
candidates in next year’s local elections though an initial 
attempt to register with the Electoral Commission was 


AAsrers' of violence against political opponents 
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refused over the party’s racist name. 

However, for all the talk of elections, the real threat 
from the WNP comes through violence. At a recent 
meeting in Birmingham, Leeds-based Tony White rallied 
supporters to a violent strategy of targeting political 
opponents. White was only released from prison in early 
June after being convicted of distributing C18 stickers to 
school children. 


Northern Ireland 

The consequences of increased WNP activity can be 
clearly seen in Northern Ireland where a family was 
recently forced to flee their home after it was targeted by 
a gang of racists. The property, which belonged to a 
mixed-race Muslim family including six children, was 
attacked in the early hours of the morning by a gang of 
up to ten men. 

The racists used baseball bats and iron bars to break 
windows and doors at the house in the largely Loyalist 
Enniskeen area of Craigaron. 

The attack came only days after the WNP distributed 
leaflets in the area warning of Al-Qaeda style terrorists 
from the small local Muslim population. The WNP has 
also campaigned against a proposed mosque in the area. 

The attack is only the latest in a string of violent 
incidents in Northern Ireland. Only a few days before, a 
house in Donegall Avenue, South Belfast, was hit with 
a pipe bomb in what police believe was a racist attack. 
A month earlier the home of two South African women 
on the same road was also attacked by a pipe bomb. At 
least four Muslim families have been forced to leave 
their homes because of racist violence. 

Official figures show a 35% rise in racist attacks in 
Northern Ireland over the last 12 months. Earlier this 
year the Equality Commission reported that racist 
attacks in Northern Ireland were running at a higher 
level than in England and Wales. The report noted that 
racist attacks in Northern Ireland are running at 16.4 per 
1,000 of the minority population compared to 12.6 in 
England and Wales. 

The WNP appear to be actively targeting disillusioned 
Loyalists in Northern Ireland. A recent WNP meeting in 
Portadown, which followed a Loyalist march, was 
attended by 40 supporters. The Sunday World quoted a 
police source saying that as many as 50 UDA supporters 
had expressed an interest in joining the WNP. Postings 
on the WNP website have also boasted of support from 
senior figures within the UDA. This comes after a 
spokesman for the Loyalist terrorist group denied any 
connection to the WNP and condemned the recent 
racist attacks. 

Violence and the ballot box remain the twin strategies 
of the WNP for the foreseeable future. It remains to be 
seen which strategy it will prioritise, but much could 
depend on John Tyndall. Despite telling his supporters 
to remain loyal to the BNP, some in the WNP are 
privately hoping that he switches his allegiance to them. 











News from the sewers 


Plunging the depths 


JOHN COLIN CAMPBELL JORDAN has decided it’s time to 
start running down his one-man Nuremberg Rally and will 
put his pen to paper just a few more times before joining 
his heroic mentor Adolf Hitler in hell. 

Now in his eighties and in failing health, he has 
announced that his occasional bile sheet, Gothic Ripples, 
now in its 47th edition, will cease with issue number 50. 
Gothic Ripples took its name from the publication of Arnold 
Leese, the pre-war leader of the Imperial Fascist League. 

Leese was Jordan’s mentor and Jordan’s original 
headquarters in Notting Hill at the time of the racist riots in 
1958 displayed the name Arnold Leese House. It went on 
to become the HQ of Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 
Soon afterwards, in December 1962, Jordan and his chief 
cook and bottle washer, John Tyndall, were jailed for 
organising the paramilitary group Spearhead. 

The building was also used to hatch the murderous wave 
of anti-Jewish fire bombings in the mid 1960s. Jordan had 
advance knowledge of one of these attacks. 

Throughout the 1960s Jordan hopped in and out of 
prison for various racist offences, including subverting a 
member of Her Majesty’s armed forces. 

The NSM changed its name to British Movement in 1968 
and was run until the late 1970s by Michael McLaughlin, 
who betrayed Jordan by refusing to give up his temporary 
position of leader. Jordan recently announced that he was 
going to write his autobiography and it will be interesting to 
see his account of how he lost control of the BM to the 








Liverpool milkman, as Big Mac was known. 

In the early 1970s Jordan was arrested and convicted 
of stealing some women’s personal items, including a 
cheap line in knickers, from a Midlands branch of Tesco. 
He claimed he had been “fitted up” as Tesco is Jewish 
owned. But his members began to wonder why the man 
who had called for a boycott of Jewish businesses had been 
shopping at Tesco in the first place. 

| think the only other claim Jordan made in his defence 
was that his accusers got the colour of the knickers wrong. 

We are also waiting with baited breath to see what 
Jordan has to say about his marriage to the lifelong 
nazi and convicted synagogue arsonist, Francoise Dior. 
Our recollections of that time may well be more accurate 
and better documented than Jordan’s. 

But Jordan does not seem to have started writing yet and 
we are not taking bets on who will get to him first, the 
publisher or the grim reaper. 

Gothic Ripples also reveals that Jordan’s sequel to Merrie 
England 2000 is now ready and he is seeking a publisher. 
It goes under the ominous title The Uprising. All the 
indications are that this will be Jordan’s version of William 
Pierce’s terror bible The Turner Diaries with “white armed 
resistance” as its theme. 

If so, it will be the latest of many illegal calls to arms from 
Jordan. His writings and threats to anti-fascists have landed 
him in court on a number of occasions, but he has managed 
to escape conviction by lying to the judge about his health and 
promising not to be involved in any political activities. He has 
broken his undertaking and continued openly to defy the law 
with each issue of Gothic Ripples. His new book promises to 
be more of the same. 

We can only hope that this work of insanity will enjoy as 
few readers as Merrie England 2000, which literally sank 
without trace. But the lunatic fringes of the nazi right these 
days are ready to lap up anything on “leaderless resistance” 
a la David Copeland, a theme to which Jordan has devoted 
much attention in the past. 

If the courts want to treat Jordan as a sick old man, 
perhaps a room with rubber walls might suit better than 
axcell; 


Nobody loves them 

The two-year-old White Nationalist Party formed in 
Yorkshire by Eddie Morrison, the long time nazi and 
drunk, before he fell off the wagon again, is starting to 
attract a lot of undue publicity. It is now being run by a 
national council, which historically is more in the style 
of the old National Front than what it claims to be, 
namely national socialist. 

Small but very noisy, its incursions into Northern 
Ireland appear to have put them in the good books of 
the most violent elements among loyalist paramilitaries. 
Attacks on asylum seekers and black and Chinese 
people in Ulster have taken off since the WNP appeared 
on the scene. 

Closer to home these alleged nazi revolutionaries 
fancied trying their hand at the ballot box next year so 
they applied to the Electoral Commission for 
registration as a political party. The Commission's reply 
explained that registration is not granted if the proposed 
party name is “obscene or offensive”. In this case the 
Commission was “minded to reject” the application on 
the grounds that “the proposed name is offensive on the 
grounds that it is based on colour and contrary to 
the principles of public policy as set out in the Race 
Relations Act 1976”. 

To rub salt into the WNP’s wounds it appears that the 
£150 registration fee is not returnable. Tough luck. 





Colin Jordan 
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ady Diana Mosley, who died aged 
L: on 14 August 2003 at her 
ome in Paris, was one of the last 
remaining links to pre-war fascism and 
an aristocratic relic of the British class 
system, writes Alex Jordan. The wife of 
British fascist leader, Sir Oswald 
Mosley, she remained a fervent sup- 
porter of fascism and an avid admirer 
of Hitler until her death. 

She was born into the upper-class 
"7 Mitford family, the third of six daughters 

skim. of Lord Redesdale, in 1910. The famous 

Mitford sisters included Nancy, the novelist, Jessica, the 
communist and the rabidly pro-Hitler Unity, who was in love 
with the Fuhrer and shot herself when war broke out 
(eventually dying in 1948). 

Diana Mosley married Bryan Guinness, heir to the 
brewing fortune, in 1929 and, in the role of society hostess 
was acquainted with an elitist artistic set including writers 
Evelyn Waugh (who dedicated his novel Vile Bodies to her), 
John Betjeman and Lytton Strachey. Ironically, she was also 
Winston Churchill’s cousin. 

Her life was revolutionized when she began an affair with 
the notoriously unfaithful Mosley in 1932. He was in the 
process of establishing the British Union of Fascists and she 
embraced fascism with enthusiasm, attending BUF rallies 
and eventually visiting Nazi Germany regularly. She was 
introduced to Hitler in 1935 and, with sister Unity, 
was regularly seen in his company at key Nazi events such 
as the Nuremberg Rallies and the Berlin Olympic Games. 
This admiration for Hitler and many of his “achievements” 
was to be an unswerving belief for the rest of her life. 

In 1936, she married Mosley in a secret ceremony at the 
Berlin home of Nazi propaganda chief, Joseph Goebbels. 
Hitler was one of the few guests present and, with the vanity 
of the true dictator, gave them a framed photograph of 
himself as a wedding present. As war approached, Lady 
Mosley acted as the main contact between the BUF and the 
Nazis. Recently declassified MI5 documents from this period 
describe her as “the principal channel of communication 
between Mosley & Hitler”. They also reveal that, “she acted 
as a go-between in negotiations between Mosley and the 
German government regarding the erection of a wireless 


station in Germany.” This was a scheme to raise Nazi funds 


for the BUF. 

After war broke out, Sir Oswald Mosley was interned, 
under Defence Regulation section 18B, as he was seen as 
a likely traitor. Diana Mosley was also interned in 1940 and 
was eventually reunited with the fascist leader in Holloway 
prison. Unlike the majority of fascist sympathizers, who 
were imprisoned during the war in tough conditions in 
ordinary prisons, the Mosleys had the comparative comfort 
of a small house in the grounds of Holloway prison, with 
other prisoners acting as servants. A telling sign that the 
English establishment rarely abandons its own completely. 


Searchlight September 2003 10 


Unrepentant 
fascist dies 





MI5 reports reveal that they were more concerned 
about Lady Mosley than her husband. She was described 
as “a public danger at the present time. She is...cleverer 
and more dangerous than her husband, and will stick at 
nothing to achieve her ambitions.” 

After they were released from prison, Mosley established 
the Union Movement in 1948 and Lady Mosley edited 
The European, its principal magazine for several years, 
again attracting the support of various prominent fascist 
thinkers (including poets Ezra Pound and Roy Campbell). 
Mosley’s various attempts at reviving his political career 
ended in ignominious failure and he and his wife left the UK 
for Ireland before finally settling in Paris. 

Mosley died in 1980 and his beliefs were kept alive by 
the sad and aging fascist group, the Friends of Oswald 
Mosley, whose annual dinners were often frequented by 
Diana Mosley herself. 

Despite their pariah status, there were some attempts to 
reinvent Mosley and his wife in a more sympathetic light, 
following the publication of his autobiography, My Life, in 
1968. Mosley’s self-serving description of himself as the “lost 
leader” and his attempt to gloss over his antisemitism by 
blaming it on other members of the BUF (such as William 
Joyce), or on Jews themselves, were eagerly and naively, 
taken up by elements within British society. This culminated 
in Robert Skidelsky’s whitewash of Mosley in his biography 
and Lady Mosley’s own memoir, A Life of Contrasts (first 
published in 1977 and re-issued in 2002). Jan Dalley’s 
biography, Diana Mosley, published in 1999, has also been 
accused of being extremely sympathetic to its subject and we 
can expect more of this revisionism with the posthumous 
publication of an authorized biography. 

In a toadying interview with A.N. Wilson in 2002 Lady 
Mosley stated that “I don’t regret getting involved. National 
Socialism was a great fact.” Diana Mosley deserves to be 
remembered as a lifelong racist, antisemite, fascist and 
Nazi-sympathizer whose beliefs reveal much about the 
prejudice of the English establishment. 
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WORKING PEOPLE 
AGAINST FASCISM 





This edition of Searchlight gives space to some of our Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight (TUFS) affiliates to share the tremendous work they are doing to build 


the movement to drive fascists from our communities and workplaces. 


The TUFS network is growing day by day. Trades councils and trade unions, from 
branch to national level, are becoming involved in the struggle in defence of our 
democracy and against the threat posed by the British National Party. 


by Maureen Foster 


involvement of trade unions is the key to defeating 

the BNP. Trade unions are the only mass 
organisations of working people in this country and they 
are seven million strong. Seven million trade unionists 
have huge power to educate, mobilise and influence 
communities and local mainstream political parties. 
Trade unions are also powerful because they represent 
the best of progressive forces, standing for solidarity, 
democracy, decency, equality and internationalism. 
Unions are fighting to defend the vulnerable and 
powerless and standing resolutely against racism 
and fascism, while uniting black and white and male and 
female around this progressive agenda. Traditionally 
trade unions know how to work and organise at 
community level and, crucially in changing times, can 
adapt and learn new ways to defend communities. 

Let us be clear: trade unions have a proud but 
chequered past combating racism and fascism but can 
be proud today to be taking the lead in the vital fight to 
defeat the BNP. At the 2002 TUC Congress a strong and 
unanimous commitment was made to fight fascism and 
racism and to prioritise grassroots work. Similarly 
unions backed the call for total support for trade unions 
that expel fascists from the unions. 

At Congress this year further motions will be debated 
which call for strengthening this work and for pressure to 
be brought to bear on the government to change the law 
to enable unions to withhold trade union membership 
from members of fascist parties. As Brendan Barber, 
general secretary of the TUC said at the Tolpuddle 
Martyrs Festival, “Challenging the far right is a priority 
for the whole of the trade union movement.” 

The TUC and trade unions know how crucial this 
fight is because they know the lessons of history. 
Put simply, fascists will try and destroy trade unions, 
so this is a fight for all trade unionists. Let us look 
briefly at what happened in Germany before World War 
II. In 1928 the Nazis initiated an “into the factories” 
campaign and used anti-capitalist rhetoric to 
neutralize the hostility of the labour movement towards 
them - just as the BNP are attempting to do now. 
On May Day in 1933 Hitler said “we are not dreaming 
— quite the contrary - of destroying the unions. 


Bisse grassroots anti-fascism with the central 


No worker, your institutions are sacred and inviolable.” 
The following day, all union offices were occupied by 
storm troopers, all trade union property was 
confiscated and union officials were jailed. 

Trade unionists working in broad-based anti fascist 
organisations at community level can stop the BNP in its 
tracks. As one CWU delegate, at CWU national 
conference, told me “together we will stop the BNP... the 
trade unions will do it.” 

Working together with the organised trade union 
movement - sharing skills, information and resources 
makes us very effective. Searchlight is working with 
trade unions and local groups to provide information 
and support. We are helping to build and develop local 
groups and organising training for activists to develop 
the new skills needed to face these challenges up and 
down the country. 

Let us not be deceived, passing resolutions and going 
to conferences will not defeat the BNP — we must 
translate the firm resolution of the TUC and trade 
unions into grassroots activism. The next generation will 
not forgive us if, through inactivity, we fail to defend our 
communities against fascism. 

In the lead up to the 2003 local elections we worked 
with locally based anti-fascists and anti-racists helping 
groups to produce thousands of locally 
based leaflets to counter BNP pro- 


paganda. 400,000 copies of the special 
edition Searchlight newspaper were 
produced and distributed in areas under 
threat from the BNP. We were generously 
supported and assisted by trade unions to 
do this work. The work continues and 
communities face a much bigger threat in 
2004. Searchlight has therefore launched 
the Searchlight Fighting Fund to build a 
solid financial base to finance the 
continuation and expansion of our 
campaigning work. The fighting fund is 
supported by the TUC and we are asking 
trade unions to donate generously to this 
fund. Failure is not an option, division is 
not an option — by working united 
together we will defeat the BNP. 
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Trade Unionism 
means anti-racism and 
anti-fascism and we 
should never forget that 


Maureen Foster interviews TUC race equality officer Roger McKenzie. 
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“When people believe the propaganda written in 
the tabloid press about refugees and asylum- 
seekers it reminds me of my youth in Walsall” 
says Roger McKenzie TUC Race Equality Officer. Roger's 
first memory of fascism was when the National Front 
said they were going to march through his home town of 
Walsall in the West Midlands. He remembers that the NF 
built an organising base and that a lot of things that they 
said local people believed. “They tapped into latent 
racism, just as the British National Party are doing now” 
he says. “But”, he adds, “we fought back then as we must 
fight back now.” 

Roger recalls a number of incidents in Walsall, 
including the NF burning a cross in someone's garden, 
and the determined grassroots work needed to counter 
their poison and division. He worked for Walsall Council 
at the time. One day an NF rally took place directly 
outside the building and he remembers his boss 
“pushing me under the table and hiding me until they 
had finished.” 

In the current situation we face, he believes that local 
political organisation, discussion and activity virtually 
died a long time ago and that the BNP have simply 
stepped into the vacuum. He asserts “In this situation it 
doesn't take long for someone to go in and put forward a 
racist argument. If there is no counter political 
argument and activity taking place then the people 
doing the pushing will gain ground.” 

He says there may be a branch meeting once a month, 
generally with no political discussions, never mind 
discussions about racism and fascism. He thinks a lot of 
people don’t understand what the fascists’ intentions 
are, or what the concepts of fascism and racism mean. 
Roger is determined that “those of us who are anti- 
fascists and anti-racists need to take the message out 
into communities and rebuild our base of activists to 
defeat the threat we face and, by so doing, rebuild our 
communities.” 

TUC congress last year took a strong lead on the 
importance of anti-fascist and anti-racist activity in 
the labour movement. Congress agreed a strong 
commitment to locally focused campaigns against the 
far right. Roger says “there was a recognition that 
locally based campaigns will make a difference, not big 
set piece national events. These national events 
certainly have their place but not to the detriment of 
the hard difficult work at the grassroots.” He is clear 
that the job of the TUC is to look at how to support 
work at the local level. 

Roger sees a need for the TUC to assess urgently what 
the trade union movement can bring to local people 


who are under threat. There is a need to question if we 
have the people trained on the ground to do the basic 
grassroots work on the streets and how we can support 
and develop activists. He says “we can pass motions 
forever but unless we take on this work we will be 
ineffective.” He also stresses the importance of asking 
how trade unionists can work better with, and offer 
support to, community groups such as residents and 
tenants associations. The central point he says is 
“we must get people to organise and regain that culture 
of getting people out to be active and organised.” He is 
clear that this very basic grassroots work is the priority — 
the BNP do the work so we also have to take very 
seriously how we do the work to counter their poison 
and rebuild — and to prevent the infiltration of our 
movement by fascists. 

There will be further motions at TUC congress this 
year which will confront these issues including the issue 
of expelling fascists from trade unions. Roger is clear 
that we need union rules to enable unions to expel 
fascists and legislation to back this up. The TUC 
has lobbied the Government to change the law through 
the review of the Employment Rights Act. Roger says he 
“is confident that the Government will see the weight 
of our arguments.” 

The responsibilities of political parties are also key. 
“All the main political parties have to think seriously 
about where they stand on the issue of fascism as it is 
quite different saying you are an anti-racist or anti- 
fascist and behaving that way” he says. Roger is also 
clear that the main political parties need to be careful 
about what they say, and the messages and signals they 
give out, to ensure that they do not pander to the 
agenda of the far right. He also stresses that if rogue 
elements in these parties make statements contrary 
to agreed principles on opposition to fascism then 
they should be dealt with immediately. He is also firm 
that the main political parties should forthrightly 
oppose the BNP in communities as “we cannot pretend 
that they are not there and not gaining votes from 
mainstream parties.” 

He says that we should be proud of what we stand for: 
unity, equality, and progressive policies to look after all 
working people and their families. He stresses that 
trades unions need to be much more positive about 
putting forward their message. Roger adds that trade 
unions have to think about “how to extend the work 
beyond traditional boundaries because it is literally a 
matter of life and death. Failure to confront and defeat 
the far right is not an option for trade unionists because 
defeating fascism is in the interests of us all.” 

Roger says that it is the responsibility of all trade 
unionists to tackle racism and fascism not because its 
the trendy thing to do but “because it’s the absolute right 
thing to do.” He adds “from the most senior general 
secretary to the brand new shop steward, we all have a 
responsibility - we have 7 million trade unionists — 
we need to use that power to defend people and stand 
up for our principles.” Trade Unionism he says 
“means anti-racism and anti-fascism and we should 
never forget that.” 

Roger speaks very highly of Searchlight’s “impressive” 
record and points out that Searchlight has played a 
crucial role over a long number of years and is a central 
organisation in the fight against the BNP. He intends to 
develop stronger links with Trade Union Friends of 
Searchlight directed towards meeting the challenges at 
the grassroots and says “the trade union movement and 
Searchlight make a formidable team.” 


_ 25th August 2003 in Leed 


conference, held the first week of July in — 

Brighton, delegates again confirmed their total 
opposition to racism and fascism. They spoke in 
EAU) oyololg are) manelt(eyatcmy ial (eamers|| (svemelamcatseeecen cla nit(cvalan ce) 
review the laws on racism to ensure that those 
convicted of organised racist activity can be dealt 
with effectively and to introduce measures to alleviate 
the social and economic deprivation that often 
leads to division and unrest within communities. 
The conference also noted the work being undertaken 
by organisations such as Searchlight, Coalition Against 
Racism and the TUC who are joining with communities 
in the regions to combat racism and fascism. One of 
the main demands of the conference was the urgent 
repeal of the relevant sections of the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 which 
might prevent unions from excluding or expelling 
racists for their political activities. 

One of the key areas identified in combating racism 
was the union’s education department and the need to 
ensure that our education programmes raise awareness 
of the dangers of the far right and fascist organisations 
who, through their activities, divide working people and 
increase racial tension and racist attacks. There was 
also recognition that the union needed to develop 
publicity materials and guidance on combating racism 
and fascism in the workplace and the community. 
In relation to the wider movement we have welcomed 
the initiative of the TUC in the northern regions through 
their Tackling Racism in the Workplace courses. 

There is an awareness however that these activities 
cannot be confined to a narrow campaign against 
the BNP alone, and that the electorate have to be 
offered an alternative in which they will have 
confidence. The electorate in Burnley, Oldham, 
Blackburn, Halifax, Calderdale and elsewhere have to 
be convinced that voting for the BNP is a wasted vote, 
and that candidates from the Labour Party have, at 
their disposal, the necessary resources to tackle the 
underlying problems of deprivation which have 
encouraged the BNP to flourish. 

The North west, Northern, Yorkshire and Humber 
Regions of T&G and UNISON, together with the 
Regional TUCs, are funding work with Searchlight to 
provide information on the activities of the BNP 
This will enable an ongoing strategy to be developed 
with union activists in their communities, working with 
the local Labour Party, to destroy the myths and 
propaganda perpetrated by the BNP This, in itself, 
however is insufficient and work needs to be done 
building trust and confidence in all the communities. 

This will involve participation in events organised by 
or involving the regional TUCs such as the “Celebration 


A ‘the “Transport SS General Workers’ ‘Union 


of Diversity” at the Stadium of Light in Sunderland or 


the West Indian Carnival which takes place on the 
ther important date in 
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Party. This is why Searchlight has put considerable 

efforts into helping build a solid anti-fascist base 

inside the unions. Rolling back the string of 
successes that the BNP have made at the ballot box recently 
will require unions to play a leadership role in that fight. 

If unions are to really engage in combating the BNP then 
rank and file members need to -be convinced of the 
arguments. Passing motions at national conferences is 
necessary, in order to give a union the mandate to carry out 
the work, but it is not enough. The fact remains that many 
people who vote BNP are union members, and also that a 
small, but significant, number of card-carrying BNP 
members are also in our unions. The reasons why and how 
the BNP should be defeated need to be made clear to all 
union members. 


rade unions are the only force with the potential to 
lead a successful fight against the British National 


BNP is anti-union 

The BNP claim that they are not anti-union, but their real 
attitude to trade unions is plain for all to see. The BNP’s 
admiration for Nazi Germany is well-documented, from 
their oldest activists down to their leadership at youth 
level. The BNP admire a regime which incarcerated and 
murdered thousands of German trade unionists in 
concentration camps. Trade unionists were among the first 
to be rounded up because their socialist politics were the 
antithesis of Nazism and the Nazis recognised their 
potential as an enemy. 

For anti-fascists the barbarity of the Nazi regime is a 
reference point which always serves to orientate ourselves. 
However, we can look at far more recent examples of what 
fascists do to trade unionists and find BNP support for it. 
In Chile, in the 1970s when Allende’s socialist government 
was unseated by a CIA backed military coup, thousands of 
trade unionists were rounded up and tortured or 
“disappeared”. To this day, their relatives still do not know 
where many of them are buried. In Britain trade unionists 
were touched by the tragedy and their internationalism 
helped many Chileans to make new lives here. Meanwhile, 
the then National Front leader, John Tyndall, (who was later 
to be founder of the BNP), told the Times in 1977 that 
Chile’s fascist Junta was “among our most likely allies” if 
they were ever to take power. 

Today in Colombia trade unionists are executed by 
fascist death squads for the crimes of organising and 
believing in a different political creed to the government. 
It is safe to assume that the BNP regard the death squads as 
patriots pitted against Marxist insurgency. 

However, we do not need to look to the past or faraway 
places to discover what the BNP really has in store for trade 
unionists. In Britain BNP supporters organise and post 
photos and addresses of trade unionists on an Internet site 
called Redwatch. Some of the information is gleaned from 
publicly available sources such as newsletters but BNP 
members in our unions often obtain other information 
including people’s home addresses. The reason for posting 
the information on the site is very clear. A large quote 
from deceased nazi skinhead leader Ian Stuart Donaldson 
reads, “Remember places, traitor’s faces, they'll all pay for 
their crimes.” 


Asserting union values 

The BNP stand for everything that trade unions oppose. 
Brotherhood and sisterhood are the essence of trade 
unionism while for the BNP everyone should “know their 
place”. Women’s roles should be primarily as homemakers 
and childbearers, i.e. unpaid labour. Unions stand for 
internationalism while the BNP stands for national 


chauvinism. Unions stand for equal rights while the BNP 
stands for “white” rights. The BNP stands for division 
while the watchword of trade unions is unity. 

Yet in spite of the fact that union values and those of the 
BNP are diametrically opposed to each other, we still have 
fascists in our unions. Clearly, there is a key educational 
role for union members. People join a union primarily so 
that they can have their rights defended in the workplace. 
They are also often enticed by other benefits such as 
cheap insurance or discounted services. But unions must 
be about more than defending wages and conditions and 
cheap offers. They must assert union values. These ought 
not to be the stuff only of constitutions and motions but 
an integral part of the materials and education that 
members receive. 

The fact that unions are forced to allow fascists into 
membership by unrepealed Conservative anti-union laws 
is a scandal that ought not to be allowed to rest until there 
is a law change. Unions are forced — against their own 
rulebook and policies — to accept these scum into 
membership. BNP members have no loyalty to a union 
that they belong to. The BNP has called on its members to 
join unions just so that they can be expelled and seek 
punitive compensation claims. One measure of how 
serious unions are about removing the fascists in their 
midst, will be how hard they fight for a legislation change 
from a Labour government that they helped put into 
power. It is a campaign that is achievable and must be won. 


Fight against the BNP must be won politically 
When the BNP had very little support, anti-fascism 
focussed on opposing them whenever they reared their 
heads or attempted to hold public meetings. Of course, 
we should continue to make every effort to prevent them 
organising. BNP leader Nick Griffin and his cohorts 
should be prohibited from holding their provocative 
meetings, whenever we get the chance to stop them, by 
whatever means are appropriate at the time. However, 
stopping the BNP at the ballot box is going to require a lot 
more than that. 

Thousands of people are prepared to vote BNP and our 
attitude to those voters — who are not fascists — has to be 
very different. We have to win them over politically to help 
them understand that the BNP offers only scapegoating, 
empty promises and no solutions. It would be easy, in the 
jargon of the left, to dismiss BNP voters as “lumpen’. 
However the problem with that approach is that it is simply 
not true as there are people from all sorts of backgrounds 
voting BNP and it also does not win anyone over. 

It is hardly surprising that tens of thousands of British 
people are prepared to cast their vote for an alternative to 
the mainstream political parties. After all, we live in an 
age where you could barely get a cigarette paper between 
their ideological differences on many key issues. The BNP 
is only one beneficiary, with other small parties also 
picking up support, often on single issues such as 
opposition to the Euro. 

The thing that has helped the BNP the most in terms of 
electoral support has been the catapulting to centre stage 
of race, in the guise of “asylum”, by the media and the 
government. In the barrage of racism it has become 
accepted “fact” that there is an asylum seeker “problem” 
and that something has to be done. The BNP is then able 
to present itself as a “common sense” party, saying what 
millions of people think anyway. 

Unions need to explain in their literature, where it is the 
case, that we need people from abroad to fill skills gaps 
and that what is required is not racist hysteria but a fair 
and transparent immigration policy which does not 


discriminate on the grounds of race. It is a simple fact that 
a worker contributes far more to an economy than they 
consume. It is also true that if immigration into Britain was 
halted overnight, it would make no difference to the real 
issues such as poor jobs and services, the high cost and lack 
of decent accommodation and rising personal debts. 


Leading the fight 

Trade unionists are rightly proud of the role that the 
movement played in helping to defeat the fascists in 
the 1930s. Of course the most well known event was the 
Battle of Cable Street in 1936, when the fascists were 
prevented from marching through East London because of 
mass labour movement and local community 
mobilisation. The confidence that this gave anti-fascists 
and the local Jewish community, in particular, can never be 
underestimated, indeed, it still resonates today. However, 
the fascists continued to mobilise after Cable Street and 
what really defeated them decisively were things like the 
tenants’ campaigns against slum landlords that united Jew 
and gentile alike. They were organised by the same people 
who were organising against the British Union of Fascists 
and this fact won many away from fascism. 

The lesson of the past is that fighting fascism as an 
isolated phenomenon will not defeat it. The same 
organisations that are taking the lead against the BNP 
need also to be prominent in dealing with other local 
issues and defending jobs and local services. Anti-fascist 
propaganda cannot simply be just anti-BNP but must 
address people's real grievances as well as explaining why 
racism is a diversion and divisive. 

Trade unions and trades councils are in a unique 
position to take a lead role against the BNP. While the BNP 
claims to stand for the “white” working class, unions, still 
with millions of members, can show that they are the 
genuine representatives of all Britain's working people. 

The task for unions now is not to decide which national 
or local anti-racist committee to support over another. 
Unions need to lead the fightback against the BNP in 
partnership with labour movement orientated anti- 
racists. The vacuum that the collapse of Labour Party 
activism has left at local level, compounded by the 
behaviour of the Labour leadership at national level, has 
created a situation that the BNP have been only too happy 
to exploit. 

The British people will judge us by our actions. 
Unions need to reach deeply into communities where the 
sense of abandonment by established politicians is very 
real. The battle lines have been drawn. The BNP say that 
racial segregation is the “solution” to people's grievances 
while unions offer working class unity. Sometimes it will 
mean rallying to support Labour candidates against the 
BNP, other times there will be other progressives who 
deserve our support. 

At the moment it may seem like we have a mountain to 
climb to defeat people’s “common sense” notions of 
racism. Every time another BNP councillor is elected, we 
can see the price of failure. The dividend for success will 
be great though. Trades councils, a shadow of their former 
selves, could be transformed into effective local 
campaigning organisations drawing in the young blood 
they so desperately need. In some places we have seen 
the beginnings of this. Millions of people, who are not in 
unionised workplaces, could see that unions are relevant 
to them, as individual unions get involved in local 
campaigns. The campaign against the BNP offers an 
opportunity not only to drive the fascists into the ground, 
but also to change the face of trade unionism in Britain. It 
is an opportunity we can ill afford to let slip. 
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WEST NAZI FREE 


By Tim Lezard 


face a different challenge to their colleagues 

elsewhere in the country. Here the British National 
Party is presenting a different face to voters, trying to 
jackboot its skinhead image into touch by selecting 
“respectable” candidates to run for election. 

Peter Chantler, who stood for the BNP in this summer's 
North Devon local elections, is a well-educated, 
well-spoken and religious 39-year-old sheep farmer who 
appears to be a pillar of the community - until he opens 
his mouth! In an interview with The Big Issue South west 
in March, he let slip that he deserted the Tories because 
they no longer represented his right wing views and went 
on to liken homosexuals to paedophiles, claimed that 
Muslims are “detracting from the stability of society”, 
advocated the locking up of all drug addicts and the 
death sentence for certain criminals. 

His words prove that behind the facade, whoever it 
lets into its ranks, however it tries to change its image, 
the BNP remains the same racist, intolerant party it 
always was. 

This is a fact recognised by trade unions in the South 
west, whose members joined activists from the National 
Civil Rights Movement, Anti Nazi League and 
community organisations to fight the BNP in this 


T= unionists fighting fascism in the South west 
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summer’s local elections. Campaigners united to 
distribute leaflets and thousands of copies of the 
Searchlight special newspaper in wards where the BNP 
was standing and to write letters to local newspapers to 
educate voters about the true motives of the party. 
The campaign successfully fought off the BNP in all 
17 wards. 

Campaign co-ordinator Jon McKenzie said: “We 
fought the BNP for two reasons: firstly, one of their 
stated aims is to make the South west a multicultural 
free zone and, secondly, because they told all sort of lies 
to get people’s cross in their box, when they are really 
just the same Nazi dinosaurs.” An ANL spokesman 
added: “The BNP is determined to appear respectable. 
It was trying to benefit from the disillusionment of 
Labour voters and the collapse of the Tory vote. 
They wanted to put their politics of racial hatred and 
scapegoating into the mainstream.” 

One of the tools welcomed by campaigners was the 
South west TUC’s 14-page booklet Keep The South west a 
Nazi Free Zone . More than 50,000 copies were issued in 
the region, leading to an extra print run after the initial 
batch was snapped up. Regional Secretary Nigel Costley, 
who edited the publication, said: “Trade unions form 
the backbone of the anti-fascist movement. Every time 
the fascists show even a glimmer of activity, we must 
work together to stamp out their evil creed. Unions in 
the South west have always had a strong international 
perspective, sharing ideas among unions abroad and 
giving solidarity to those in need. Through under- 
standing and unity, we can defeat those who spread 
hatred and division.” 

This is a stance supported by TUC General Secretary 
Brendan Barber, who addressed 7,000 people at the 
recent Tolpuddle Festival and said: “Challenging the rise 
of the far right is a priority for the whole trade union 
movement. It is much more than a few local difficulties 
in the North west of England. We are faced with a serious 
threat by a group of people who use distortions to 
scapegoat minority communities across the whole 
country. We are also faced with the infiltration of trade 
unions by organisations of the far right. They stand 
against the founding principles of trade unionism and 
so we have little alternative but to find ways of making 
sure that their poison does not find its way into the veins 
of our movement.” 

“Our job as trade unionists is to work with local 
communities to unite everyone against racism. We will 
work with those communities who find themselves 
under threat from racists and fascists. We will also 
continue to lobby the Government to change the law to 
make it easier for unions to withhold membership from 
members of organisations of the far right.” 








Organising the 
anti-BNP vote 


Bill Connor, General Secretary, USDAW 


he Union of Shop, Distributive and Allied Workers 
Ti made tackling the BNP one of our key priorities 

in the period ahead. There are three main strands to 
this work: making sure our members are aware of the 
true nature of the British National Party, ensuring Usdaw 
members are registered to vote and exercise their vote, 
and canvassing and leafleting for the Labour Party in 
wards where the BNP are standing. 

We are delivering the first of these strands through a 
series of anti-BNP briefings currently being run by our 
education department. In our briefings for 
representatives we have relied extensively on 
publications and resources from Searchlight and these 
have really helped us to expose to members the true 
nature of the BNP Hundreds of Usdaw activists have 
already taken part in the briefings which focus on 
tackling racism in the workplace and the lies and racism 
behind the public face of the BNP. It is hoped the 
briefings will equip Usdaw reps with a good 
understanding of how to counter the racist propaganda 
of the BNP and the ability to support Usdaw’s black and 
Asian members under threat from racism. 

We launched the briefings as a direct response to the 
growth in support for the BNP in the northern mill 
towns. Usdaw is one of the largest unions in these areas, 
with a high, multicultural workforce in retail and mail 
order. We were aware that the BNP were targeting the 
workplace as a potential recruiting ground and wanted 
to equip our members to respond to this. We are 
committed to making sure that our members are aware 
of the consequences of BNP activity, both in the local 
community and more specifically in the workplace. 

We are also taking practical steps to make sure that 
our members are registered to vote and that they 
exercise their vote on polling day. The recent by-election 
in Hapton Park in Burnley, where the fascists were kept 


The GPMU and the 
fight against racism 


Tricia Dawson equality adviser GPMU 


Throughout its existence the Graphical, Paper 
and Media Union has been determined to 
work for the elimination of racism from our 
society. This has taken a number of routes. 
We recognised that, as a union with a history 
of exclusiveness, we had to show that we were 
open to all workers in the industries we cover 
regardless of gender or ethnicity. So we have 
worked to get our own house in order. This has 
meant working to encourage greater part- 
icipation by black and ethnic minority members 
in the union. We formed a black and ethnic 
minority members network which has a life as 
both a twice-yearly meeting of members and 
as a virtual network through e-mail contacts. 
This is still smali but growing. 

From these small beginnings our work against 





out by only 11 votes, shows the importance of 
mobilising every single vote against the BNP. In the 15 
constituencies, in which over half the wards were 
contested by the BNP, we mailed all of our members, 
explaining why they needed to vote against the BNP and 
enclosing a postal vote form. 

Finally, we have been there when it mattered with 
Usdaw members working with Labour candidates on the 
ground to make a difference in Oldham and Sunderland. 
We made Alexandra ward in Oldham a priority in this 
year’s local elections where the BNP were standing 
against the co-ordinator of the National Coalition Against 
Racism, Councillor Mohammed Azam. Week after week 
our members were out on the streets supporting 
canvassers from the local Labour Party and making sure 
that we got the anti-BNP vote out. 

We are committed to continuing to work with the 
National Coalition Against Racism and welcome the 
motions to this year’s Congress calling for those 
alliances to be continued. 

If we needed any reminder, the recent race riots in 
Wrexham show that campaigning against the BNP is not 
a once a year activity solely focused around elections. 
Turning back the fascists in our communities and 
workplaces has to be a permanent and ongoing feature 
of our work as unions. 


racism has encompassed support for organisations 
such as Searchlight and the National Assembly 
Against Racism. Through the latter and the TUC we 
have been vocal in challenging the government’s 
asylum and immigration laws which we see as 
creating the atmosphere in which racism can 
flourish. But more than that, in our branches where 
racism has shown itself, we have seen a growth in 
activism to challenge the BNP and other fascist 
organisations directly. For instance in Bradford 
our local branch has been involved in putting 
out information to counteract BNP propaganda. 
In Burnley we had a presence during the recent 
elections, again challenging the far right’s 
attempts to manipulate local populations. 

At our recent biennial conference we had a 
motion put forward on the threat posed by the 
growth of the far right and how we can improve our 
own structures further to increase representation 
for black members. This will be an ongoing debate. 

Challenging the BNP is very much part of the 
GPMU’s culture and we intend that our work to 
defeat the far right should continue to grow. 





USDAW 
members 
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Sergio Requena-Rueda, Senior 
Amicus-MSF Union Representative. 


was born in Chile, a beautiful long country on the 

West Coast of South America. My experiences of 

fascism in Chile and in Britain (after my arrival as a 

political refugee in 1977), are worthy of 

comparison, I believe, and should serve as a 
warning to today’s trade unionists. 

As in Britain, fascism gained a foothold in Chile during 
the 1930s. It was vigorously opposed and smashed both 
on the streets and in the institutions of government. 
We had many equivalents of the famous Battle of Cable 
Street. Critically there was unity on the left, via the Popular 
Front, during this period. This was accompanied by a high 
level of working class consciousness and organisation, 
which ensured that no political vacuum could emerge that 
could be exploited by the fascists. There were no political 
demands that the fascists could raise, to which the 
Popular Front had not provided an answer. 

Fascism re-emerged during the late 1960s as a result of 
the agrarian reforms of a Social Democratic government 
under Eduardo Frei. My life seemed to be at the centre of 
this political process. My university in Santiago was the 
cradle of Patria y Libertad, the Chilean equivalent of the 
British National Front, or today’s British National Party, 
which was intellectually linked to Opus Dei (an extreme 
right group within the Catholic Church). They used similar 
tactics of violence and intimidation in an attempt to create 
political turmoil, but never gained mass support. 


NEVER AG 


A Chilean exile 





Up until the 1970s, Chile had enjoyed nearly 150 years 
of democracy, albeit an imperfect democracy. In 1973 
we elected our first Socialist President, which focused 
the eyes of the world on Chile. The United States was 
aware of the dangers of a “Pacific road to socialism” and 
told us clearly that “we had given the wrong answer’. 
The US had been trying to devolve Western democracy 
into South America and the Chilean rejection of this 
approach, and embracing of Allende’s socialist 
democracy brought a swift response... 

Allende’s democracy had given us democratic 
elections and institutions at all levels in society. 
In schools, colleges, universities, trade unions (big local 
meetings with high turnouts in elections), mothers’ 
groups, football clubs etc., there was full participation. 
More than I have seen anywhere since and the closest 
I have been to being a true “citizen”. 

Within our movement we had ideological discussions 
about whether the opposition were truly fascist if they 
did not represent a mass party, and these discussions 
were important at the beginning. But the most 
important thing was to fight them on all levels, and this 
we did, with some of my comrades losing their lives. 

On 11 September 1973 (30 years ago), during a bloody 
coup d’état by the Chilean army & the CIA, 


Searchlight September 2003 18 


democratically elected President Salvador Allende 
and thousands of his supporters were butchered. 
The casualties were comparable to the number killed 
in the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre. 
Of course there was no persecution of “terrorists” 
subsequent to this attack, because it would have resulted 
in the dog chasing his own tail. 

The fascists’ involvement in the coup was critical. 
They were used prior to the attack to prepare the 
conditions by destabilising the country in whatever 
ways they could. They tried to prevent Allende taking up 
his formal Presidential position by kidnapping and 
killing the commander in chief of the Chilean army 
(with weapons provided by the American Embassy) and 
attempting to divert the blame for this onto Allende’s 
supporters. They also killed a navy captain who was the 
navy’s representative to the President. They seized a 
radio station, killing people who worked there, blew up 
gas pipes, and generally sabotaged the economy. ‘ 

After the coup, the fascists continued to take an 
increasing number of positions within the institutions, 
sometimes by invitation, and sometimes because their 
support was necessary. The army “sponsored” fascists as 
they continued to insert themselves into the higher 
echelons of society. Pinochet brought them in as 
advisors, and as they took control of the security 
apparatus, they took control of society via the use of 
terror. Repression against democratic and progressive 
forces became institutionalised. Intellectuals espousing 
progressive views were persecuted and their books were 











speaks out , 


burned in the streets. The junta stated, “The Marxist 
cancer must be exterminated”. This persecution is 
worth an article in itself, as it was so widespread. 
After 2 years, it was my turn. Early in the morning 
they came for me, arresting my a 
wife, who was 3 months pregnant 
and my 3 year old daughter. They 
took me into the darkest bowels of 
fascism. For 44 days I was tortured 
in a secret underground jail where 
I became a “disappeared” person. 
I can tell you there are worse — 
things than dying. 
Subsequently I was sent away to 
a concentration camp for almost a © 
year, in reality, a political prisoner. 


My own observations of 25 years 
in this country +. 
The way politics is conducted in 

Britain has changed dramatically over the : 
last quarter of a century. Today, centralisation of — 
decision-making is the norm. Television or Radio — 
4’s Today programme control the political agenda, — 
fed by spin doctors and in collaboration with the 












































party leaders. I totally agree with Kevin Curran, General 
Secretary of the GMB on his views of the reasons for the 
advance of the BNP. He says, “The central problem is that 
the Labour Party is disengaged from local communities 
and there has been a steady decline in the level of local 
activists in local politics”. 

I have observed how the Labour Party has broken its 
links with local communities, and how Labour Party 
activists have disappeared from local politics. My union 
branch used to send delegates to the majority of the 17 
local wards, and to all of the Constituency Labour Party 
General Management Committees (GMCs). Now we do 
not have one member in the Labour Party in our union 
branch, and this, as I know from others on our Trades 
Union Council, is not an isolated case. 

Labour's policies have drifted to the right and it is 
indicative of the current state of affairs that the employers’ 
organization, the CBI, is happier than the TUC, with the 
4 Government's legislation on employment rights, for 

example. This move to the right has created just the 
vacuum that the fascists need. The fascists are opportunist 
and populist and will take full advantage of the lack of 
leadership at a local level. Labour panders to the right by 
using their language. On the issue of asylum seekers the 
government's use of words like “bogus” and “swamping” 
has helped consolidate the racists’ argument. 

Ministers state that immigrants are living in closed 
ghettos, or closed communities, and that they do not 
speak the language of the host nation at home, that they 
perpetuate their own traditions, which leads to a lack of 












integration socially and culturally - I thought he was 
talking about the British in Spain! Do as I say, not as I do. 
Clearly this is not helpful in the fight against racism. 
The lessons of Chile are important. Fascists will join 
the unions and will try to take them over in the right 
circumstances. I lived and experienced this in Chile. 
This brings me to the absolutely crucial job of 
Searchlight. The monitoring and exposure of 
fascist activity gives us the information we 
need to ensure that the fertile political ground 
i that the fascists thrive on is protected by trade 
AN unions so that the fascists are sent back to 
their gutters. Searchlight is also doing very 
important work supporting local com- 
munities which are under threat from the 
' BNP and working to support anti-racist 
N » and anti-fascist groups at community level. 
» My own union is working to support 
_ communities under threat and _ has 
produced a practical guide for trade union 
_ members and representatives on the BNP 
ARE! and other racist organizations. 
We trade unionists must reclaim the 
disaffected members within our own 
* ranks and within the community. 
: Working together with Searchlight is the best way 
forward. I urge all members, branches and regional 
councils of my union and others to affiliate to, and 
work with, Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 
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FASCISM 
BREEDS ON 
POVERTY 


AND DESPAIR 


Mark Serwotka, PCS General Secretary 


Commited to fight racism 


The Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association was 
founded in 1897 and we represent 33,000 
members who work in transport and travel. TSSA 
is united with the rest of the labour movement to 
fight the scourge of racism and fascism in our 
workplaces and our society. At our annual 
conference, in May this year, we changed our 
union’s objectives to include a commitment to 
“oppose actively all forms of harassment, 
prejudice and unfair discrimination”. We feel it is 
vital that our commitment to promoting 
equalities is clearly enshrined in our core values 
but we also believe in providing practical tools 
for our members to help them fight racists and 
the British National Party. For instance, prior to 
this year’s local elections, we used our journal to 
tell members where the BNP were fielding 
candidates and what they could do to ensure 
they did not win. We are also in the process of 
setting up a support group for black and ethnic 
minority members of the union. TSSA sends 
best wishes and solidarity to Searchlight and 
Trade Union Friends of Searchlight in their fight 
against the BNP and fascism. 
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pose a threat to every democratic element of 

society and trade unions are uniquely positioned 
to build united mass campaigns against fascists, both in 
the workplace and in the community at large. 

The Public & Commercial Services Union and its 
predecessor unions have a proud history of tackling 
fascists within the civil service. Members of the then 
Civil and Public Services Association (CPSA), who 
worked at the Department of Health and Social Security 
(DHSS) in London, took strike action in the 1980s when 
they discovered that a leading light in the fascist BNP, 
Malcolm Skeggs, was employed at the office. 

When management failed to respond, the CPSA called 
all its members in London out on strike, and fellow civil 
service union the National Union of Civil and Public 
Servants (NUCPS) called out its London DHSS 
members. Many of the striking members joined a march 
and rally through South London which was evidence of 
how potent the issue had become. Unfortunately the 
DHSS management of the time avoided confronting 
the problem head-on, and Skeggs was transferred rather 
than dismissed. 

Throughout the 1990s, there were fewer incidences of 
fascists popping up in the civil service unions. In the past 
couple of years, in common with other unions, there has 
been evidence of the occasional low-ranking fascist in 
union membership and of some attempts by these 
individuals to provoke the union into expelling them from 
membership. We also currently have a number of internal 
investigations underway into possible racist behaviour. 

PCS has actively campaigned over the past year against 
the burgeoning fascist threat in the North west of England. 
Following the victory of the BNP in the 2002 elections in 
Burnley, PCS joined with the Trades Union Congress, other 
unions and anti-fascist organisations to campaign against 
the BNP in the 2003 local elections. We have participated 
in TUC, Searchlight and Anti Nazi League anti-racist 
events and we have funded the work of regional 
Trade Union Councils to raise awareness of the dangers of 
the BNP and the far right in local communities. 

The electoral success of the BNP again in 2003, along 
with the marked rise in racist attacks in areas where the 
BNP is active, provide clear evidence that campaigning 
must be stepped up even further. Fascism breeds on 
poverty, hopelessness and despair, particularly in the 
inner city areas of economically depressed northern 
towns such as Burnley and Oldham. Years of neglect 
and lack of investment in decent affordable housing and 
public services for local communities leads to feelings of 
abandonment. 

The anti-fascist campaign is even more important 
given the increasingly racist political climate produced 
by hysterical media attacks on asylum seekers, Muslims 
and other ethnic minorities. 

A particularly grim example came recently with the 
BBC screening of a sensationalist prime time 
programme designed to boost ratings, in which 
members of the public were invited to vote on real-life 
asylum cases. This was insensitive and insulting to 
asylum seekers. The unscientific voting methods allowed 
unrepresentative bigots to hijack the programme. PCS is 
gathering views from PCS Immigration Service Branches 
for inclusion in a letter of complaint highlighting the 
complex and professional nature of the work done by 
PCS members to ensure the fair treatment of asylum 
seekers. We will also be calling on the BBC for an 
assurance that it will cease giving publicity and comfort 
to racist organisations and individuals. 


Qe such as the British National Party 


In UNISON against the BNP 


By Clare Williams, UNISON convenor 
Northern Region 


UNISON National Conference Report 
Fighting the British National Party and the growth 
of the far right will continue to be a priority for 
UNISON, the country’s biggest trade union. At its 
national conference held in June there were 
impassioned debates during motions on tackling 
racism and asylum issues. UNISON delegates 
emphasised that defeating fascism and racism is a 
trade union issue and that trade unions and their 
members must be actively involved at the forefront 
of the campaign. 

Oldham Clir Mohammed Azam_ addressed 
conference at the start of the debates and said: 
“Fighting the BNP is not just an issue for black and 
Asian communities, it is our fight, a trade union 
fight.” Describing his experience as co-ordinator of 
the Coalition Against Racism in Oldham, he said 
that the policy of ignoring the BNP would not lead 
to their defeat but would rather legitimise their 
status as a political party. “UNISON has always 
been a champion of the struggle against racism 
and intolerance. Unless we organise against them 
there is a danger that the BNP will become 
normalised. Concessions to racism only help the 
racists.” 

In the debates speakers argued that the far right 
had risen as people had become disillusioned with 
political parties including Labour. Delegates also 
said activists must campaign inside our union as 
UNISON members did vote for the BNP. UNISON will 
now be committing resources to the fight against 
the BNP and fascist organisations in the 
communities affected by their presence. This will 
include the provision of campaign materials, 
organisation of public meetings and the production 
of publicity to counter the misinformation 
regarding asylum-seekers and immigration. 

The debate came after UNISON’s expulsion of 
BNP member Clive Potter, for bringing the union 
into disrepute, was upheld by an employment 
tribunal in Leicester. 


The North east unites against the BNP 
The campaign against the British National Party in 
the North east is developing. A well attended 
meeting, held in Sunderland soon after the local 
elections, established a regional campaign under 
the auspices of the Northern Region TUC. Meetings 
and local campaign groups are now being 
established in Sunderland, Gateshead, Newcastle 
and Teesside. People involved in work with young 
people and music and drama are organising a 
programme of activities to involve young people and 
schools in the campaign and shop stewards from 
throughout the North east will be attending an anti- 
fascist seminar on 20 September organised by the 
regional TUC. The campaign is uniting trade unions, 
political parties, local councillors, anti-fascist and 
anti-racist organisations and community and faith 
groups across the region who are determined to 
work with local people and organisations in the 
communities targeted by the far right. 


Cliff Williams, Regional Secretary of 
UNISON and chair of the TUC in 
Yorkshire and Humberside 


THERE IS NO DOUBT that the British National Party 
poses one of the gravest threats to democracy and 
community harmony in recent history. That is why 
UNISON has been working tirelessly — in partnership 
with Searchlight - to combat this menace in Yorkshire 
and Humberside and across the Pennines in Lancashire. 

Leaflets and circulars are sent regularly to our 
members alerting them to the dangers of voter apathy 
which allows the fascists to gain a foothold and pass 
themselves off as respectable democratic politicians. 
They are not, and we must continue to be vigilant if the 
BNP is to be prevented from infesting our democratic 
systems with its utterly undemocratic candidates. 
The BNP’s exploitation of the asylum issue has been 
central to its gaining 16 council seats in the north of the 
country and to its averaging 17.4 per cent of the vote in 
Yorkshire and Humberside. In this they have been 
assisted by the scant and confusing information from 
central government about the facts on asylum, allowing 
speculation to flourish wildly. 

Yet it is clear the BNP has no policies for governing 
and certainly no credibility. The fact that a number of 
their leading lights have criminal convictions, including 
for violent acts, is no coincidence. The irony is that the 
BNP places law and order high on its list of supposed 
political priorities. 

The decline of democratic involvement at a local level 
has left a vacuum which the far right has eagerly filled. 
The mainstream political parties, and particularly the 
Labour Party, must address this democratic deficit as 
a matter of urgency and reclaim local government as a 
credible and trusted agent of the democratic will. 

All the legally acceptable resources at our disposal 
have been deployed in combating the BNP threat and 
that is a crucial consideration. We cannot afford to give 
the far right any legal platform to challenge our actions 
and thus promote their own racist, bigoted agenda. 
However strongly we all feel about this menace, we 
must make sure our actions are above reproach, 
particularly in respect of the Representation of the 
People Act. 

At the last Yorkshire and the Humber Regional TUC 
Conference we renewed our pledge to campaign against 
the activities of the BNP. Supporting their political 
opponents and informing our members in target areas 
of what the BNP stand for, and where their poisoned 
ideology comes from, is a trade union priority. 
Our members have taken leave to work at elections in 
BNP targeted wards in Yorkshire and Lancashire and 
colleagues in other trade unions have also lent their 
weight to the campaign. 

We will not cease to fight fascism in our communities 
and will continue to press the Government to make their 
opposition to the far right explicit and consistent. 
The BNP threat will not go away unless people make 
strenuous efforts to combat it at every turn. 

We know what we have to do. UNISON and our fellow 
trade unions will stick to that task in the crucial months 
to come and, with the guidance and _ backing 
of Searchlight, we will reverse the fascist tide. Our 
members and the communities they live in depend on it. 


Searchlight September 2003 21 








Organisin 


GMB 


working together 











agains 
fascism 


By Rehana Azam GMB Organiser 
Northern region 


IN THE 2003 LOCAL ELECTION campaigns the GMB 
worked with Searchlight, anti-fascist groups and other 
trade unions against the British National Party’s election 
campaign. In the North east Region we helped distribute 
anti-fascist broadsheets and copies of the special tabloid 
style edition of Searchlight to communities and 
workplaces. Nevertheless, next year we have a huge 
struggle ahead when many more BNP candidates will 
stand in local elections and for seats in the European 
Parliament. At the time of writing, we might have just got 
over a local election and although no BNP candidates 
were elected in the North east, their gains elsewhere are a 
harsh reminder that now is not the time for complacency. 

In order to ensure that we are not faced with a similar 
threat in future, the good work that we have done in 
raising local awareness of fascism has to be ongoing as 
opposed to a mass flurry of activity in the run up to 
elections. Tom Brennan, the recently appointed GMB 
Northern Regional Secretary, says that “the BNP have 
gained popularity by blaming ethnic minorities and 
asylum-seekers for all of the ills suffered by the 
unemployed and the disenfranchised. We have to 
combat the BNP head on, explode the myths and expose 
them for what they are.” 

In addition, Searchlight has told the GMB’s Yorkshire 
and North Derbyshire Regional Race Committee that 
our responses to the sophisticated methods of 
propaganda that the BNP is targeting directly at 
community groups must become equally sophisticated. 





That is why the GMB Northern Region is working 
with other unions and local people in communities to 
set up local Anti-Fascist Coalitions in the North east. 
These groups have begun to meet regularly, campaign 
on relevant issues, but more importantly re-engage with 
our communities. 

The prevalence of fascism is not something that the 
Labour movement can ignore, and anti-fascist coalitions 
are something that the Labour Party can learn from and 
become a part of. Hiding our heads in the sand is not an 
option. Kevin Curran, our recently appointed General 
Secretary has highlighted that leaders will come forward 
in local communities, saying that “our involvement in the 
community tells us that they are there — they always are.” 
He believes that the central problem is the Labour Party’s 
gradual disengagement from local communities, and 
that this has brought with it a steady decline in the level of 
activists in local politics. A problem behind the growth 
of fascism is that many people see themselves as being 
disenchanted with the political process and politicians 
needs to re-engage with communities in order to get 
people to re-engage with mainstream politics. 

Nevertheless, the union movement also needs to 
improve its own internal democratic structures. Unions 
need to draw in more young people, women, and people 
from black and ethnic communities. The GMB is also 
keen that, at the grassroots level, unions get information 
to counter fascist propaganda in workplaces. In order to 
have the relevant tools to challenge fascism in our 
workplaces, we need to lobby Parliament to improve 
legislation. The GMB believes that fascists joining trade 
unions should be identified and isolated, and this was 
reflected in the motions put forward at this year’s 
congress. Our rules have now been amended, allowing 
the union to “suspend from benefit or prohibit from 
holding any branch office” any member encouraging, or 
participating in, racist or racial supremacist 
organisations. Even though many regions within the 
GMB sought changes that would allow the expulsion of 
fascists from the union, our ability to do so is tied to 
current legislation and unions must guard against 
compensation claims that may be used to finance 
further BNP activism. With this in mind, the GMB will 
campaign in the UK and Europe to change the law to 
enable our unions legally to expel fascists. 
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FASCISTS OUT 
OF OUR UNIONS 


By Mick Rix, General Secretary ASLEF 


REGULAR READERS of Searchlight will know that ASLEF 
recently lost a case in the Employment Tribunal which 
was brought by a known fascist whom we had expelled 
from our union. As soon as we were told that one of our 
members was standing as a British National Party 
candidate in a local authority election we acted quickly. 
Within 48 hours, the ASLEF Executive Committee had 
been convened and this member became an ex- 
member of the union in a matter of minutes. 
Unfortunately the story does not end there. Since the 
Conservative Government under Margaret Thatcher 
imposed the anti-trade union laws and Tony Blair and 
the Labour Government failed to repeal them, trade 
unions have lost the power to exclude membership from 
people on the grounds of the political activism of the 
member. ASLEF was forced into the courts because we 
did the right thing. 


racists and fascists from their ranks is unassailable and 
are confident that the Labour government will act to 
repeal this nonsense piece of legislation. 

In the meantime we have lodged an appeal with the 
Employment Tribunal against the original Tribunal 
decision on a number of sound legal arguments and we 
are determined to pursue this case until we win. 

Since we began we have received immense support 
from a number of our sister unions and the TUC. We all 
know that the BNP has been encouraging its members 
to join trade unions in the hope that they can foment 
internal dissent and seek pay-offs in Employment 
Tribunals if unions take action to exclude them. It is 
morally repugnant to all decent trade unionists that 
awards from the courts could be used by the BNP to help 
spread their hate-filled political ideology. 

My union's Annual Assembly of Delegates, which met in 
June, unanimously reaffirmed “the 2002 decision to root 
out all racists and fascists from within this union and 
society in general. We welcome the support of the TUC 
and other unions in this fight.” The atmosphere in the 
conference hall was electric as delegate after delegate 
rose to condemn racism and fascism and demand that 
trade unions have the right to expel these entryists from 





The problem for unions is that $174 of the Trade Union _ their midst. The conference fully backed the decision to —_ Mick Rix says 
and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992 states fight on and appeal to a higher court. We do this _ there is no 
that it is illegal to expel or exclude a person from a knowing we have the backing of our own members, _ place for 
trade union for being a member of a political party, other trade unions and the TUC. We are convinced that _ fascists in a 
unless the expulsion is “entirely attributable to his we will win. trade union 


conduct”. This is so despite the fact that membership of 
trade unions is incompatible with active membership 
of a racist and fascist party. ASLEF’s rule book bars 
membership to those who “by choice...are members of, 
supporters of, or sympathisers with, organisations 
which are diametrically opposed to the objects of the 
union, such as a fascist organisation”. We are proud of 
our rule book and we demand the legal right to say we 
do not wish to have fascists and racists in our union. 

It is imperative that the trade union movement continues 
to act together to lobby for the repeal of $174 of the TULR 
(Consolidation) Act, and ASLEF submitted a motion to 
this year’s TUC calling for just that. We fully believe our 
position in supporting the right of trade unions to exclude 





Trades Union Councils’ Conference 2003 


By John Swift Coventry Trades Council 


The Trade Union Councils’ Conference began with a public rally against racism and fascism organised by the 
Bradford Trades Union Council and continued with delegates in the conference denouncing the currents of racism 
and fascism in British society today. 

The TUC General Council pledges its moral and practical support for Trades Union Councils promoting action 
against racists and fascists both in the workplace and the community. A priority in the TUC General Council’s 
Programme of Work for 2003-4 is to confront racism and fascism in all its forms. Institutional racism and the 
scapegoating of asylum-seekers by some politicians are to be opposed. Local Trades Union Councils are urged to 
play an active role both in the community and the workplace around these objectives while promoting unity in 
action amongst all anti-racist and anti-fascist groups and participation by ethnic minorities in the trades union 
councils. 

Specific actions include: tackling racist graffiti and campaigning for its removal, providing practical support for 
ethnic communities in exposing racist groups and countering racist attacks, campaigning against the social 
deprivation and unemployment which far-right organisations exploit, mobilising against the fascist threat and 
assisting Searchlight with information on racist propaganda and media appearances by fascists. 

A particular decision of interest for readers of Trade Union Friends of Searchlight News is that the model 
resolution promoted in an earlier edition got the unanimous backing of the Conference. The resolution warns of 
fascist infiltration into the unions and suggests inclusions in union rules to exclude members of fascist 
organisations from our trade unions. Conference acer to campaign for the —— and ——— of these 
measures by the TUC and affiliated unions. : 





Searchlight September 2003 23 





Fascism Is too 
dangerous to 
play with 


This year’s NATFHE (The University & College 
Lecturers’ Union) Conference unanimously 
passed policy to give full support to members 
who are refusing to work with, or teach, known 
members of the BNP. The 13 May 2003 edition 
of the Times Higher Education Supplement 
(THES) said NATFHE policy was wrong and 
printed a photo of Patrick Harrington on the 
front page. Paul Mackney the General 
Secretary of NATFHE responded in the 20 June 
2003 edition of the THES and below we reprint 
part of his very powerful article. 


I AM FRANKLY astonished that the THES should have 
given front page coverage, with a colour photo, of 
Patrick Harrington last week, who, as you say, does not 
regret his past National Front membership. This is 
either crassly naive or grossly irresponsible. Harrington 
was a key member of the NF directorate in the 1980s 
and is desperate to create a portfolio of respectability. 
It is neither surprising nor headline news that such a 
person would criticise NATFHE’s policy on the British 
National Party. 

In the early 1980s, I personally experienced telephone 
harassment from people who identified themselves as 
NE members. They threatened physical violence to me 
and my wife, and arson to our house and car. They told 
me this was because Birmingham Trade Union Council, 
which had a high profile on equalities issues, was calling 
for re-examination of the convictions of the so called 


@ 


NATFHE 


The University & College 
Lecturers’ Union 


Birmingham Six. I was President of Birmingham TUC at 
the time. I was a relatively powerful white person 
with good connections with all the people in authority. 
But I was frightened, not least because some houses in 
East Birmingham had been set alight and the socialist 
bookshop next to where I worked was torched with a 
blazing car, killing a kidnapped female motorist locked 
in the boot. The person responsible was caught in the 
classroom where I taught trade union education courses. 

It is well documented that Harrington was a rising star 
in the NF during this time when the party was printing 
names and addresses of anyone perceived as an enemy, 
including teachers who campaigned on anti-racist 
issues. The issue here is not about polite debates or even 
academic freedom, it is about the right of people to work 
and study free from fear. Of course, issues of race and 
racism should be discussed at university but there is a 
line to be drawn. The THES needs to acknowledge that 
some lecturers feel threatened by the presence of 
activists from far-right organisations and that a few have 
had their names and contact information posted on 
race hate websites. 

Many lecturers, but particularly those of African, Afro- 
Caribbean, Asian, Chinese and Jewish origin, find it 
intimidating to teach people who are in far-right groups 
organising for an all-white Britain. So far, not one 
NATFHE member has refused to teach such students. 
But NATFHE maintains lecturers’ right to work in an 
atmosphere free from intimidation. We have said for 
some time that we will support any member who refuses 
to work with, or teach, organised fascists in the same 
way that we insist that a building is safe from hazards. 

This is probably the first time the THES has given such 
prominence to someone who, although described as a 
‘qualified teacher’, actually works as a GNER conductor. 
Perhaps the THES resources could be more usefully 
deployed conducting a survey of universities to see what 
actions they have taken to eliminate racism in recent 
years. 

It is dangerous to play with fascism. This is one of the 
key lessons of the 20th century. We do not want a 
repetition of the unhappy story of the collapse of 
academia in central Europe before fascism in the 1930s. 
Incidentally, we are not encouraging our members to 
write to the THES about this issue because it could result 
in their being listed on race hate websites. 


Paul Mackney 
the General 
Secretary 

of NATFHE 
(inset) Patrick 
Harrington 
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Durham Miners’ Gala 


Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 

The hot sun beating down on Durham all day long may have had 
something to do with the huge crowds that the 119th Durham Miners’ 
Gala attracted. But with or without this year’s glorious weather, the 
Gala is still going strong 10 years after the last pit in the area closed 
and this year’s event attracted even more banners and support from 
across the UK. 

The anti-racist, anti-fascist focus of the event this year was very much 
in evidence. The messages “Unite Against Racism” and “No Racism. 
No Them, No Us” were paraded on hundreds of placards, on banners 
and tents, on the speakers’ platform and even, flying high above the 
Gala field, on a hot air balloon. 

A number of the trade union speakers, criticised Britain’s involvement in 
the Iraq war and gave powerfully worded warnings on the need to 
reclaim the Labour Party. The necessity of uniting against racism and 
fascism was also a recurrent theme in the speeches and throughout the 
souvenir programme. 

Tyne & Wear Anti Fascist Association (TWAFA) ran a stall in the busy tent 
shared with UNISON and Show Racism the Red Card, distributing 
materials produced by both Searchlight and TWAFA themselves. 
The stall received a steady stream of 
attention throughout the day and hundreds 
of leaflets were distributed to people of 
: all ages and from all walks of life. 
Some visitors were heavily involved in their own local campaigns against the British National Party 
and racism elsewhere in the country, and it was interesting and useful to share information and 
compare tactics with these kindred spirits. Others had varying degrees of knowledge about the 
extent of fascist activity in the North east, so a great deal of valuable awareness-raising took 
place. It was heartening to find that peoples’ reactions were overwhelmingly of shock and disgust 
at the fascists, and there was good reason to hope that many would be in touch with TWAFA again 
to find out about campaigns in their area. 
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NEWS AND INFORMATION FOR TRADE UNIONISTS 





Searchlight Fighting Fund 


There is no let up in our campaign to defeat the 
BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 
racist groups defending towns and cities against 
the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 

The BNP now has 16 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 

And it is essential that the campaign is waged 

all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 
please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


Name 





Union 





Address 





Postcode 














| enclose my donation of £ 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 











Please debit my account with the sum of £ 
immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 





Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 


Your account no 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





é4Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?7 Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

& A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

® Special rates on training and educational materials. 


& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 
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Union 





Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 


Contact name 


























Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 








(w) 





Affiliation rates per year: 


Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 


than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 
Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 


PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 @ Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com = www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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_ ITALY 


By Alfio Bernabei 
Berlusconi “jokes” enrage unions 


SILVIO BERLUSCONI'S REFUSAL to apologize for the 
concentration camp “joke”, despite calls from across Europe 
that he should formally acknowledge the gravity of his 
remarks, came as no surprise to most Italians. For the last two 
years they have endured a succession of insulting declarations 
by the Prime Minister. With the country facing an economic 
recession, his “jokes” have not spared the unemployed. 

Last December, in the wake of the Fiat crisis that made 
thousands of workers redundant, he told a television 
channel that there was a quick solution to their plight if they 
followed his advice. He suggested that, while drawing on 
government subsidies, the poorest among them should get 
“unofficial work” on the black labour market. It was an 
exhortation to work illegally. He said: “The more willing and 
more fortunate among them will find a second job, perhaps 
unofficial, that will bring in some money for the families.” 

The Italian Trade Unions were furious. Raffaele Bonanni, 
deputy leader of CISL (Confederazione Italiana Sindacato 
Lavoratori), one of the three main unions, said: “The Prime 
Minister should know that work off the cards is illegal. 
He should seek to guarantee not only that the workers who 
lost their jobs retain some sort of income but that they will 
be given an opportunity to retrain and qualify for other jobs. 
The last thing to suggest is that they should add to the already 
serious problem of the black labour market that in Italy 
represents 27% of the gross national product.” It is no secret 
that Italy’s black economy is largely controlled by the Mafia. 

Sergio Cofferati, the ex-secretary general of CGIL 
(Confederazione Generale Italiana Del Lavoro), the largest 
trade union, was equally scathing and the UIL (Unione Italiana 
Del Lavoro), the third main union, expressed a similar view. 

Over the years CGIL, CISL and UIL have often disagreed 
among themselves on how best to deal with successive 
governments. Even now they are split on issues related to 
labour market reforms. But on this occasion they were united 
in their condemnation of the Prime Minister. Berlusconi’s 
“helpful advice” could only be read as yet another example of 
the corruption-inspired culture that lies at the heart of his 
government and of the tycoon’s alarming tendency to treat the 
country as an extension of his own murky financial empire. 

The unions have now woken up to the overall government 
objective which is to curb their power, paint them as the 
“enemy within”, and to transplant to Italy the anti-union 
laws that were passed by the Thatcher government in the 
1980s. Berlusconi wants to introduce the same flexibility in 
the labour market that exists in Britain and plunge millions 
of people into the kind of insecurity and precariousness that 
puts them at the mercy of their employers. 

For historical reasons this may prove rather difficult. The 


unions may have been insufficiently strong in confronting a 
number of issues, such as in securing workers’ rights uniformly 
throughout the country, and in putting an end to the illegal 
labour market. However during the whole of the post-Second 
World War period they have evolved and modernized 
themselves as a progressive force and have presented a 
credible challenge to a long series of governments steeped in 
corruption. They have thus retained trust among their 
members. In contrast with the government’s political 
malpractices that have alienated the electorate, the unions 
have gained strength and made themselves indispensable as 
negotiators with the government on all labour economics and 
financial management issues. 

There is no way the government can operate without 
consulting the unions on matters stretching from welfare 
reforms to social services and budgetary plans. The CGIL, 
which is identified with the Left, is a particular force to be 
reckoned with. It can bring out into the piazzas up to three 
million people on national demonstrations - that is almost 
60% of its membership. Its reputation is steeped in history. 
CGIL was set up in 1906 and was recognized by large 
industries such as Fiat as early as 1912. Mussolini closed it 
down in 1925 and most of its leaders were forced to flee 
abroad. Some were killed. It played an important role in the 
Resistance movement. In 1948, when the Communist leader 
Palmiro Togliatti was assassinated, it called a general strike. 
It was this decision that caused a split among its members, 
which formed the basis for the birth of CISL and UIL. 

The three unions later re-united in a confederation of 
Labour. As recently as 1993 they negotiated new labour 
contracts with the government balancing the cost of labour 
with wages and inflation. They forced successive 
governments to improve investments in Southern Italy and 
to legislate for the abolition of the labour exploitation of 
minors. More recently they protested against the anti- 
immigrant legislation, the Bossi-Fini law. All three unions 
have set up a vast network of centres where immigrants can 
go to seek advice about their rights, improve their education 
and look for jobs. 

At present the unions are engaged in negotiating a new 
agreement with the government on pensions, health and 
employment. CGIL, CISL and UIL have recently rejected the 
government's offer to discuss the economic and labour plans 
for 2004-2007 during 13 separate sessions dealing with one 
subject at a time. “We want to deal with the entire packet of 
initiatives at the same time because there is a correlation 
between the various subjects. It cannot be a matter of 
agreeing on one and disagreeing with the other. There must 
be concertazione, a coordinated playing of all the 
instruments” says the new leader of CGIL, Guglielmo Epifani. 

With production registering a 7% decline on last year’s 
figures, more cuts in public expenditure and more dire 
forecasts in industrial output, everyone recognizes that 
Italy’s economy is facing hard times. “We need to secure 
workers’ rights, protect wages, and launch programmes for 
training and education” says Epifani, “We are here to help. 
The government must listen.” 
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GERMANY 


Trade unions 


battle fascism on 





several fronts 


By Klaus Maler, member of the Verdi 


Working Group against Right Extremism 


& Racism in Berlin-Brandenburg 


THERE HAS BEEN constant anti-fascist work in the German 
trade unions over the past year. The key event is the 
vigorous protest organised by “Trade Unionists against 
Racism and Fascism” against the annual nazi May Day 
march in Berlin. Since 1997, when nazis demonstrated for 
the first time on 1 May in a Berlin suburb, anti-fascist trade 
union activists have turned out every year to oppose them. 

Trade Unionists against Racism and Fascism is now 
probably the oldest single anti-fascist group on the German 
trade union landscape. It was founded in 1989, principally 
by youth activists belonging to the giant metalworkers’ 
union IG Metall, when the right wing extremist Republikaner 
(REP) polled almost 10% of the vote and gained election to 
the Berlin state parliament. 


RAG magazine 

This group is now best known for its officially-supported, 
well-produced and hard-hitting magazine Rundbrief 
antifaschistischer/ antirassistischer Gewerkschafterlnnen 
(RAG), which has been published since the beginning of 
1992. RAG serves mainly as an information platform for 
trade unionists wanting to get involved in anti-fascist work 
in their unions and workplaces and circulates news of 
activities and discussion inside the trade unions. 

“When we started with RAG, it rapidly took on a 
networking function to help people scattered across 
different enterprises and factories, but isolated from each 
other, and particularly those who were active in trade union 
education,” says Bernd, a RAG veteran who was there from 
the beginning. 

As a grassroots, rank and file project, RAG reports on 
action against the nazis, racist bullying and the situation of 
migrant labour in the workplace. With its campaign, “Civil 
courage in the workplace”, RAG was prominent in supporting 
the steadfast refusal of postal workers to deliver election 
material from the fascist Deutsche Volksunion (DVU). 

Trade Unionists against Racism and Fascism uses RAG to 
try to drive forward important internal discussions across 
the whole trade union movement on broad-based strategies 
for combating right wing extremism. A good example of this 
has been the latest edition of RAG itself which looks at right 
wing extremist attitudes among trade union members and 
examines the behaviour of nationalist trade union leaders 
towards the Nazis in the pre-1933 Weimar Republic. 

Besides the RAG group, however, there are a variety of 
local trade union anti-fascist initiatives and projects 
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involving both rank and file members and union officials in 
Germany. However, because there is no central or national 
coordination of these projects, it is difficult to get a precise 
overview of their scale and effectiveness. 


Eastern Germany 

Nevertheless, it is clear that committed trade unionists who 
involve themselves outside their workplace in local 
communities do play a special role. This is especially the 
case in regions like eastern Germany where very few 
independent community-based structures, of the type that 
have existed for decades in western Germany, have been 
able to evolve. 

Using their experience and existing infrastructure, trade 
unionists have been able to provide vital assistance to 
newly-formed civic initiatives and “Action alliances”. 
For example, the youth training centre of the Berlin- 
Brandenburg region of the 7.7 million-strong German Trade 
Union Federation (DGB) has been relocated to a village in 
the north of Brandenburg, the federal state that completely 
surrounds Berlin. 

An attempt by a right-wing extremist from the same 
village to run over a young Turkish student with his car at 
the training centre in the mid-1990s unleashed intense 
discussion about whether the centre should be closed 
down. Fortunately, instead of being intimidated, the 
centre’s director opted to go on the offensive against 
the far-right dominance of youth culture in the area. 

As part of this approach, the DGB centre’s staff have 
added a new dimension to their activities by developing 
anti-racist work with local schools. This includes organising 
classroom discussions on racism and restoring a Russian 
war cemetery badly vandalised by nazis. To move this 
strategy forward, the DGB opened the centre’s leisure 
facilities to local youth, albeit with clear rules about how any 
racist behaviour or remarks would be dealt with. 

The centre was also able to win support from local people 
by reaching out to, and co-operating with, their own 
campaigns on community issues — for example, a campaign 
to prevent the German army from ruining the region’s 
economic infrastructure as a tourist and recreational area 
by establishing an extensive bombing range. 

The most outstanding example of the importance of trade 
unionists to general anti-fascist and anti-racist activity is 
probably to be found in the federal state of Thuringia which 
ranks, together with its fellow east German state, Saxony, 
as the most reactionary region of the former German 
Democratic Republic. 

Faced with the absence of any culture of progressive social 
movements, and all too prevalent racism, trade unionists 
from the Trade, Banking and Insurance Union (HBV) took the 
matter in hand, as early as 1991, by creating a network of 
anti-racist and anti-fascist initiatives called The Regional 
Working Commission on Anti-racism and Anti-fascism (LAG). 

“The purpose was not to set up a particular action alliance 
but rather a network that could further develop 
communication,” Angelo Lucifero, one of LAG’s founders and, 
at the time, regional HBV chairman, told Searchlight. 

Without the commitment of full-time trade unionists, 
who brought in their organisational flair and resources, LAG 
would probably have gone the same way as many other 
initiatives, fading away after reaching a high point and 
unable to withstand external pressures. 

The spectrum of LAG’s activities is broad and includes 
organising opposition to nazi marches, support for refugees, 
work against antisemitism and linking local groups together. 
“A key component in these endeavours,” explains Lucifero, 
“is LAG’s annual working meeting which is now a vital date 
on the calendar.” Activists will be gathering for the 


thirteenth such event this autumn. 

With its workshops and forum, the meeting is not so much 
a traditional congress as an exercise in networking and 
always takes place in towns where there are LAG groups, in 
order to help stabilise them. This year, the meeting will focus 
strongly on social issues, not least because of the way in 
which the nazis are now increasingly campaigning with 
“radical” social and anti-imperialist slogans. 

In the run-up to the autumn gathering, LAG will also host 
a meeting on Agenda 2010, the German government’s 
programme aimed at axing the welfare state. The organisers 
want to hold the event close to a refugee hostel in order to 
be seen to be standing up against the constant witch-hunt 
against asylum seekers. 

Lucifero’s own HBV union, meanwhile, has been 
swallowed up into the much bigger merged trade union, 
Verdi (Unified Service Sector Unions), whose members in 
the Berlin region have also established a “Working Group 
Against Racism”. This group offers assistance in dealing 
with racist incidents at work, takes part in anti-fascist 
activities and mobilisations and conducts education 
campaigns against right-wing extremism. 

This year, the group opted to emphasise historical issues. 
The Working Group co-organised (together with IG Metall in 
Berlin) a major cultural event in May with a programme of 
lectures and discussions, under the title “Occupied, 
Banned, Persecuted.” This was a fitting choice as May 1st 
marked the seventieth anniversary of the handover of power 
to Hitler and the Nazi destruction of the trade unions. 
The metalworkers’ union HQ, like every other trade union 
premises, was attacked, ransacked and confiscated by the 
Nazis who replaced them after 2 May 1933 with their scab 
outfit, the Labour Front. On 2 May this year, however, the 
assembly hall of the |G Metall building was occupied not by 
rampaging Brownshirts but by over 200 trade unionists in 
conference to discuss the lessons of what happened exactly 
seventy years before. 

Invited speakers at the event included social scientists 
who discussed critical questions about the relationship of 
the trade unions to fascism and how the leaders of different 
trade unions tried to adapt to the Nazis in 1933 in the 
forlorn hope that they would be allowed to resume their 
“unpolitical” activities. Their acceptance of the Nazis’ illusory 
promises led to many union leaders being incarcerated in 
concentration camps or paying with their lives. 


The potential enemy within 

On the theme of current right-wing extremism, two 
university professors, Richard St6éss and Bodo Zeuner, 
presented a remarkable research paper examining the 
susceptibility of union members to right-wing extremist 
ideology in the Berlin-Brandenburg region. 

The two scientists were building upon an_ internal 
discussion that had been underway since April 1998 when 
multi-millionaire Gerhard Frey’s DVU, fighting on slogans 
like “Work for Germans first!”, won almost 14% of the vote 
in the socially deprived and unemployment ravaged east 
German state of Saxony-Anhalt. 

If that election result was bad, the results of a survey of 
the thinking of union members was even more alarming for 
anti-fascist trade unionists. This research found that trade 
unionists were more inclined than the average person in 
the population to vote for a right-wing extremist party. 
This tendency was expressed most strongly — almost a third 
of union members! — in the 18-24 age group. 

These revelations obviously raised a whole series of 
disturbing questions as to the causes of such susceptibility 
to the right-wing extremist message and to the effectiveness 
of past trade union work among younger members. 





The DGB set up a commission which trotted out various 
explanations for right-wing extremism in its report but also 
made some self-critical points about policies that made it 
easier for right-wing extremists ideas to filter through. 

More important than this, though, is the fact that the 
embarrassment caused by the results of the survey has 
started to prompt much more activity on different levels by 
trade unionists to address the problem, including the 
preparation of seminars, training sessions and education 
material on right-wing extremism and the formation of new 
groups of anti-fascist trade unionists, like the Working 
Group in Verdi. 

Based on the firm knowledge that the broad immunity to 
right-wing extremism, that characterised trade unionism 
from the end of the war through to the 1970s, no longer 
exists, the internal debate within the movement has already 
advanced a stage. 

Apart from the obvious “external” factors, like 
“Neoliberalism” and “globalisation”, that are said to 
encourage right-wing extremist attitudes, anti-fascist trade 
unionists have now started to put other, more “internal” 
problems under the magnifying glass. These include: the 
ponderous trade union bureaucracy, the lack of combative 
spirit and grassroots culture in the movement, the 
replacement of general solidarity by narrow sectional interest 
and the quasi-authoritarian concepts of the welfare state. 

The research by professors Stdss and Zeuner has been 
particularly useful in looking at these burning issues 
because they have concentrated on the question of 
whether there really is a specific form of “unionised” right- 
wing extremism and, if so, where and how does that differ 
from the rest of the population? 

What has to be accepted if the situation is to be turned 
around is that, in the last two to three decades, social reality 
has changed drastically. The industrial working class has 
shrunk, heavy industries have suffered meltdown, whole 
regions have become de-industrialised, traditional working 
and social environments have evaporated and the 
population has split into “indigenous” and “immigrant” at 
the same time as racism and racist attitudes have exploded. 

This is a development that has occurred in several 
Western European countries. While it is not merely a 
German problem, the question has to be asked as to 
whether something fundamental has changed in the 
traditionally hostile relationship between trade unions and 
right-wing extremism. 

Trade unionist militants still often stand at the forefront of 
anti-fascist mobilisation and struggle but they must also, at 
the same time, now develop serious and decisive strategies to 
take up a political fight against racist and right-wing extremist 
attitudes and ideas among their fellow union members. 
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Werewolves seen in the Netherlands 


From Jeroen Bosch of Alert! in Utrecht 


DUTCH NAZIS ARE TRYING to step up their intelligence 
gathering against their perceived “enemies”. 

The first signs of this development emerged about 18 
months ago with the appearance on the Internet of a 
shabby website bearing the title Weerwolf Nederland. 
The website proclaims that its aim is to publish data on 
the “enemies of national socialism’ and “to inform 
political soldiers about their enemies” and boasts that 
“Weerwolf Netherlands is a part of the World Wide Anti- 
Antifa’. The website was an initiative of the notorious 
Aktiefront Nationale Socialisten (ANS), one of the 
Netherland’s oldest extremist organizations. For many 
years, the ANS has been under the command of veteran 
nazi Eite Homan and his disciples see themselves as 
“revolutionary national socialists” and define their 
enemies as migrants, Jews, anti-fascists and 
representatives of the state whom they dub “system 
slaves”. 

In the period immediately after its launch, the website 
was often filled with inaccurate information about 
police officers and anti-fascists from all over Europe and 
a long list of Jewish organisations in the Netherlands. 
However, since those early days, the website has 
developed and begun to focus more on the Netherlands. 
It now lists the names of political opponents and 
features pages with pictures of alleged enemies as well 
as political propaganda. The source of some of this 
information is pretty unimpressive as almost 90% of 
Weerwolf’s list of political opponents consists of a three- 
year-old register of the addresses and telephone 
numbers of members of the Dutch Parliament. Another 
example of the nazis’ stupidity and paranoia is the 
section with pictures of alleged opponents, “Leftists and 
(secret) police services”, taken at a demonstration of the 
extreme right Nederlandse Volks Unie (NVU) in 
Rotterdam. 

Since the NVU’s demonstration flop in Apeldoorn on 
8 March, the Weerwolf site has become more sinister. 
On the day, police penned in the NVU’s travelling mob 
of louts at a petrol station for several hours. During this 
time, a lot of people were walking around the scene and 
photos of them later appeared on the Weerwolf site 
under the title “Leftists and undercover agents”. 
Strangely, among the gallery of people’s faces was one 
of an NVU activist who had clearly been pointed out by 
his idiotic colleagues as a “slave of the system”. 

Other photographs posted on the site included those 
of a Dutch National Broadcasting reporter, the host of a 
children’s TV programme and a cameraman from Dutch 
TV who is mistakenly identified as an employee of the 
regional secret service in Rotterdam. One must wonder 
whether the innocent are being set up for attack. 
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Some months ago, Weerwolf launched a new project, 
called “Jews in the Netherlands”. On this page there are 
photos of well-known Dutch people who the nazis think 
are Jews. This hate material has aroused a lot of media 
attention and demands from the Centre for Information 
and Documentation on Israel (CIDI) that Weerwolf’s 
authors should be criminally investigated and 
prosecuted in the Netherlands as well in the USA where 
the site is physically located. CIDI has been targeted by 
Weerwolf before, complete with calls to eradicate it 
“to the bone”. 

Weerwolf’s bizarre aim is to threaten not only its usual 
opponents but also potential sympathisers from the 
NVU and the ANS. The website features photographs 
from a demonstration in support of the war against Iraq 
by the Nieuw Rechts party. Weerwolf declares, “There 
will be no co-operation with Jews and we can never be 
in favour of an imperialistic America” and Bas de Man, 
one of Weerwolf’s photographers, comments on the 
demonstration, “There were a lot of people from 
the NVU and the NNP there. They have to be hanged 
from the highest tree, if you ask me.” 

For many traditional right-wing extremists, 
Weerwolf’s public embrace of Islamic movements like 
Hizbollah and Hamas is very hard to understand, given 
the general anti-immigrant hatred promoted by the 
NVU, but the nazis are so enthusiastic to link themselves 
to these organisations that at the end of last year 
they praised a Palestinian suicide bomber as a heroine 
on the site. 

Besides Homan, the key people behind Weerwolf are 
photographer Johan van Enk who has been active, 
mainly in the now outlawed CP’86, since the early 1990s. 
Van Enk is present at almost every extreme right 
demonstration and public activity in the Netherlands as 
well as having attended the Flemish nationalist 
[Jzerbedevaart in Diksmuide and the Rudolf Hess march 
in Denmark. Worryingly, he also turned up at an anti- 
war demonstration in Amsterdam and tried to take 
pictures of the marchers but was recognised and 
physically removed from the demonstration. 

Another of the Weerwolf photographers is the nazi 
skinhead Dave Blom who also had a career in CP’86 and 
was more recently a singer with the hate music bands 
Landstorm and Brigade M. Blom got his two minutes of 
fame when he damaged and spray painted a Jewish 
cemetery in The Hague at the end of 1999. One of Blom’s 
pals, the above-mentioned de Man, is also a keen 
Weerwolf picture snapper. De Man is active in the Dutch 
skinhead scene and was formerly involved in the nazi 
Gabber outfit Stormfront Nederland. Finally, yet another 
of the Nazis’ photographers is NVU member Patrick de 


Bruin who used to be active in the NNP. De Bruin was 
responsible for the photos of opponents at the NVU 
demonstration in Apeldoorn on 17 May. 

The key issue now is what can be done against 
Weerwolf? At present, two cases have been filed 
against the website, one concerning Weerwolf’s call 
“to eradicate CIDI” and the other centred on the 
website's theft of copyright photographs for its “Jews in 
the Netherlands” pages. This latter move might work. 
Weerwolf is run from a nazi provider in the United States 
and propaganda on the site cannot be prosecuted, 
unless it is clear who is responsible for publishing it. 
The provider also has legal protection under the 
American constitution’s free speech First Amendment 
but the provider is, nevertheless, legally responsible for 
copyright abuses via their server and thus an action over 
copyright violations might win a more positive result. 





Bas de Man 








NORWAY 


From a Monitor correspondent 
in Bergen 


Norwegian nazis stage 
secret concert 


AROUND 70 NAZIS held a secret concert in a rented 
community building at Skedsmo near Oslo on 19 
July. Top of the bill was the German nazi band 
Rassenhass (race hatred). The event was the first 
time in years that Norwegian nazis have managed 
to hold a concert. 

The organisers of the concert were activists from 
Nasjonal Ungdom (National Youth), formerly known 
as Bootboys. They were joined by group of Danish 
nazis who had also managed to find their way to 
Skedsmo and who later left their mark on the 
streets of Oslo. The German band Rassenhass is 
relatively new and unknown but earlier this year 
released a CD. 

The turnout at the concert and the nazis’ rampant 
paranoia about being stopped by _ counter- 
demonstrators, political pressure or police action 
says a lot about the current strength of the 
Norwegian nazi scene. Even though there have been 
slight signs of a rise in activity lately, the scene is 
small, transparent, vulnerable and miserable. As a 
result, just holding the concert without interruption, 
meant a lot to the nazis not least because they felt 
a need to show off to their foreign friends. 

Several of the Danes who had been at the concert 
showed up two days later at a football match 
between Oslo’s Valerenga and Brann Bergen. Guided 
around Oslo by Mikael Fossum, 22, it seems the 
Danes came to regret their. trip to the stadium after 
saluting themselves into trouble with local Valerenga 
supporters. One person was injured in the incident. 

Meanwhile, Tore W. Tvedt, the leader of the nazi 
psycho-sect Vigrid, is also in trouble, having been 
reported by several organizations to the police for 
making racist statements again. The background to 
Tvedt’s latest problems are statements made in the 
Norwegian tabloid VG on 14 July in which he talked 
about “cleaning out the Jews and sending 
immigrants home”. Now, both the Mossaiske 
Trossamfunn (Mosaic Society) and the Antirasistisk 
Senter (Anti-Racist Centre) have lodged complaints 
about the loony nazi. During the interview with VG, 
Tvedt used very threatening language, among other 
things claiming that the Jews are “the main enemy” 
and are “not humans, but parasites to be cleansed 
away”. When asked how he would react if anyone in 
his organisation injured Norwegian Jews or anyone 
with an immigrant background, Tvedt replied “I am 
not sorry if anything happens to people | do not 
want in the country.” 

In their complaints, both the Mosaic Society and 
the Anti-Racist Centre point out that in his public 
utterances Tvedt goes much further than the 
Supreme Court deems acceptable and state that in 
this case real threats have been made. In addition, 
the Anti-Racist Centre highlights the fact that 
Vigrid’s public announcement that its members 
carry out combat training makes the case even 
more serious. 
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By Wim Haelsterman for RésistanceS/AFF in Brussels. 
Nazi church protest ends up in arrests 


A gang of twenty far-right activists, mainly nazi 
skinheads, held a short demonstration in Brussels on 
3 August. The group, consisting of members of 
Mouvement Nation and the Flemish fascist “action 
group” Vlaamse Jongeren Mechelen (VJM), was 
protesting at the presence of 270 Afghan asylum 
seekers in a local Roman Catholic church in the city’s 
Elsene suburb. 

The fascists, falsely claiming that they wanted to 
attend a late morning service at the church, found their 
way barred by a large number of police as soon as they 
arrived. Despite this, the fascists bawled slogans like 
“Hands off our churches” and hurled racist abuse. 
They were led by the ubiquitous Hervé Van Laethem 
who is now a key player in Mouvement Nation after 
being involved in violent adventures in a variety of 
extreme right organisations in French-speaking 
Belgium. Their verbal enthusiasm did not go down very 
well with the police however who promptly arrested 14 
of the “protesters” for half a day. The arrests were made 
following a directive from the local mayor prohibiting all 
demonstrations in the city on the day. 

Though the fascist demonstration was so rapidly 
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curtailed, it did, nevertheless, attract a disproportionate 
amount of coverage in the Belgian national media, 
probably due to a lack of any “real news” during the 
summer holiday. Apart from the free publicity however 
the protest was a fiasco from the fascists’ point of view. 
They had done lots of preparation including two mass 
mailings to “friends and sympathisers” and received 
unexpected help from the national news agency Belga 
which had spread news about the demonstration for 
days before the event. 

The asylum seekers, who came to Belgium a year ago, 
entered the church in mid-July after receiving an order 
to leave the country and have decided to fight their 
expulsion by demanding a “regularisation” of their now 
illegal presence in Belgium. To strengthen their 
campaign to stay, which is supported by local residents, 
and put political pressure on the authorities, they have 
also started a hunger strike. 

The Belgian government, represented by Liberal 
Democrat interior minister Patrick Dewael remains 
adamant, however, that the refugees will be expelled 
and has described the asylum seekers’ action as 
“blackmail”. 


GERMANY 


Nazis remember Hess 


In yet another attempted show of strength, 3,500 
nazis marched through Wunsiedel on 16 August to 
commemorate Hitler’s deputy Rudolf Hess who is 
buried in the Bavarian city. The march was 
originally banned but then allowed to go ahead 
after the nazis successfully appealed to a higher 
court. 

As usual, the event proved a magnet for 
international Hitler and Hess fans and fascists 
from the UK, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, France, Slovakia, Romania, Austria, 
Croatia and Switzerland turned up to join the 
demonstration. The biggest mnon-German 
contingent came from Italy with at least 70 people 
marching behind the banner of the Veneto Fronte 
Skinheads. 

The most interesting aspect of the day, on which 
67 nazis were arrested for weapons offences or 
displaying illegal symbols, was the absence of a 
number of top nazi figures, including Christian 
Worch and Thomas Wulff, despite the fact that 
these same individuals had been in the forefront of 
organising the event. 
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SWEDEN 


From Pat Hennings in Stockholm 


Nazi attack on 
Stockholm Pride 


THE ANNUAL STOCKHOLM Gay Pride march in early 
August was attacked by thugs from the ‘suit and tie’ 
fascist National Democrats Youth organisation (NDU) 
and by Blood & Honour activists. 

The march, which was about 10,000 strong, was 
passing Stockholm’s historic old town castle when a 
crowd of fascists attacked it with bottles, sticks and 
stones. Eyewitnesses said that a mixed group of 
skinheads and NDU activists participated in the attack 
in which a small child in a baby carriage was hit by a 
bottle. Another victim, Mr Facundo Unia, 27, a media 
relations assistant to the festival, was seriously injured 
and rushed to hospital by ambulance. A witness 
reported that “He tried to run away but stumbled and 
fell. A group of nazis crowded up on him and kicked 
him. He was hit several times with a stick.” 

Police arrested 39 nazis participating in the attack. 
Two of them, aged 19 and 26 years, are under 
investigation for the attack on Mr. Unia. Following the 
attack, the nazis were detained briefly before being 
bussed out of town. 

The NDU counter-demonstration was led by National 
Democrat youth organiser Marc Abramson. Richard 
Ekman, a press spokesman for the National Democrats 
(ND), later claimed that it was the Pride festival which 
had attacked the fascist gathering, a suggestion 
dismissed as “absolute rubbish” by Stockholm Pride's 
chief press officer, Nicke Johansson. He stated that 
“About a hundred nazis gathered outside the castle to 
shout abuse and about thirty participated in 
the physical assault, which began with the throwing 
of bottles.” 

The National Democrats, formed as a splinter from 
the bigger electoral fascist outfit, the Sweden Democrats 
in August 2001, has emerged as one of the most rabidly 
homophobic groups on the extreme right. Its 
propaganda describes homosexuality as a “mental 
illness” and argues that the ND is the only political party 
protecting “traditional Swedish values”. 
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POLAND 


From Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 


Anti-racists score at Polish 
rock festival 


THIRTY-TWO TEAMS from all over Poland took 
part in a football tournament titled “Let’s Kick 
Racism Out Of The Stadia” organised by the anti- 
racist “Never Again” Association at this year’s 
“Przystanek Woodstock” rock festival. 

The festival, which took place in Zary on 1-2 
August, is one of the largest music events in the 
world, with more than 300,000 participants, and 
featured, among others, the re-formed British 
band Killing Joke. 

Thanks to “Never Again”, the anti-racist 
message was strongly present throughout and 
was repeatedly promoted from the main stage of 
the festival which was organised by the rock ‘n’ 
roll charity WOSP. “Never Again” additionally ran 
anti-fascist information booths in the festival 
area which proved popular with many visitors. 
Among other things, signatures were collected 
for a petition, initiated the previous year, calling 
on the Polish Football Association (FA) to take 
action against racism in football stadia. 

In addition to the football tournament, a 
special friendly match was played between 
a team from the local authority in Zary and a 
multi-ethnic “Przystanek Woodstock” team 
composed of, among others, members of 
the multinational Hare Krishna organisation. 
The event was held to demonstrate popular 
rejection of the racism, xenophobia and violence 
prevalent in many Polish football stadia. “Never 
Again” was assisted in its efforts by the local 
council in Zary, the Ecological-Cultural 
Association “Gaia” and Dospel-Katowice Football 
Club which provided prizes and football shirts for 
the tournament’s winners. The Polish FA also 
provided gifts for the participants in the 
tournament. 

On 3 August, a joint publication by “Never 
Again” and the Polish FA was presented at a 
Warsaw conference which gathered 
representatives of all the 1st and 2nd division 
football clubs in Poland. The joint publication is 
designed to help football officials identify and 
remove racist and fascist symbols appearing in 
stadia. A “Never Again” representative also 
briefed club officials about the issue of racism in 
stadiums. Marcin Kornak, chairman of the “Never 
Again” Association said, “We are happy to see 
the Polish FA involved in the struggle against 
racism. It is the beginning of the implementation 
of anti-racist policies urged by FIFA and UEFA.” 

The “Never Again” Association is an 
independent anti-racist group and Searchlight’s 
sister organisation in Poland and has been 
monitoring racist incidents since 1996. 
It publishes Never Again, the only anti-racist 
magazine in Poland and runs the “Let’s Kick 
Racism Out Of The Stadia” campaign which is a 
core member of the Football Against Racism in 
Europe (FARE) network. 
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11 September 1983 
marks the 10th 
anniversary of the CIA- 
backed coup which 
brought General Pinochet 












— Ne | to power in Chile. It has 
a - been 10 years of terror 
mene and torture for the people 
io ty of Chile, 10 years of 
a Saye deprivation and hunger 
ia and 10 years of despair 
a . = for the overwhelming Wish you weren't here!’ 
Rent a Terrorist — i Sel 4 majority of Chileans. Postcards from Sittingbourne and Brighton 
centre spread exclusive ott But, at last, the first 1 ; 


chinks of dawn appear to 


Plus: Irving’s America, Slavery, Chile, | be breaking through the 

national and international round-ups. long night and the 
Pinochet recime is:in 
more trouble now than at any time during those 10 years. On the { ; intennariona 
verge of economic collapse, and with bigger and bigger strikes and : : 
demonstrations taking place in Chile, the question must now be 
how much longer can Pinochet cling on to office? 

The irony of the Chilean Dictatorship has been (despite the 
support of multinational capital and the US Government), 
the failure of its monetarist experiment in economic and social 
engineering. This failure has alienated large sections of erstwhile 
Junta supporters and spawned a breadth of opposition 
unimaginable only a year ago. 
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From Africa they were 
taken in chains to slavery. 
In Britain Joy Gardner died 
in shackles because of 
her colour. 


Past 
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& Tyndall expolied in BNP rift 


Gardner, while her young 
son looked on, is appalling 
in itself. The fact that she 
was shackled and gagged, 
ready for transportation 


NAZI CROSS- BORDER —§ 2cress the seas, harked 


back to the vilest years of 
LINKS: THE RESULT _| this country’s history, 
the age of slavery. 

The black activists who 
hurled a set of shackles, similar to those which bound their sister, at 
the police were only partly justified. The responsibility for Joy’s death 
must be placed at the door of successive British governments, both 
Labour and Conservative. Who set up the special deportation squads; 
who invented virginity tests; who decided to hold potential deportees 
on old ships off Harwich; who decided to lie to Joy’s lawyer and the 
media after her death? Anyone who thinks the only people concerned 
about Joy Gardner’s death are a few black activists who can be 
ignored is way off course. 
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democratically elected President Salvador Allende 
and thousands of his supporters were butchered. 
The casualties were comparable to the number killed 
in the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre. 
Of course there was no persecution of “terrorists” 
subsequent to this attack, because it would have resulted 
in the dog chasing his own tail. 

The fascists’ involvement in the coup was critical. 
They were used prior to the attack to prepare the 
conditions by destabilising the country in whatever 
ways they could. They tried to prevent Allende taking up 
his formal Presidential position by kidnapping and 
killing the commander in chief of the Chilean army 
(with weapons provided by the American Embassy) and 
attempting to divert the blame for this onto Allende’s 
supporters. They also killed a navy captain who was the 
navy’s representative to the President. They seized a 
radio station, killing people who worked there, blew up 
gas pipes, and generally sabotaged the economy. 

After the coup, the fascists continued to take an 
increasing number of positions within the institutions, 
sometimes by invitation, and sometimes because their 
support was necessary. The army “sponsored” fascists as 
they continued to insert themselves into the higher 
echelons of society. Pinochet brought them in as 
advisors, and as they took control of the security 
apparatus, they took control of society via the use of 
terror. Repression against democratic and progressive 
forces became institutionalised. Intellectuals espousing 
progressive views were persecuted and their books were 













speaks out 


burned in the streets. The junta stated, “The Marxist 
cancer must be exterminated”. This persecution is 
worth an article in itself, as it was so widespread. 
After 2 years, it was my turn. Early in the mornipe 
they came for me, arresting my ” 
wife, who was 3 months pregnant 
and my 3 year old daughter. They 
took me into the darkest bowels of ~ 
fascism. For 44 days I was tortured 4 — 
in a secret underground jail where | 
I became a “disappeared” person. © ~~ 
I can tell you there are worse 
things than dying. 
Subsequently I was sent away to 
a concentration camp for almost a © 
year, in reality, a political prisoner. 





My own observations of 25 years 

in this country 

The way politics is conducted in 
Britain has changed dramatically over the 
last quarter of a century. Today, centralisation o 
decision-making is the norm. Television or Radio 
4’s Today programme control the political agenda, ~ 
fed by spin doctors and in collaboration with the — 











R AGAIN! 






































party leaders. I totally agree with Kevin Curran, General 
Secretary of the GMB on his views of the reasons for the 
advance of the BNP. He says, “The central problem is that 
the Labour Party is disengaged from local communities 
and there has been a steady decline in the level of local 
activists in local politics”. 

I have observed how the Labour Party has broken its 
links with local communities, and how Labour Party 
activists have disappeared from local politics. My union 
branch used to send delegates to the majority of the 17 
local wards, and to all of the Constituency Labour Party 
General Management Committees (GMCs). Now we do 
not have one member in the Labour Party in our union 
branch, and this, as I know from others on our Trades 
Union Council, is not an isolated case. 

Labour's policies have drifted to the right and it is 
indicative of the current state of affairs that the employers’ 
organization, the CBI, is happier than the TUC, with the 
Government's legislation on employment rights, for 
example. This move to the right has created just the 
vacuum that the fascists need. The fascists are opportunist 
and populist and will take full advantage of the lack of 
leadership at a local level. Labour panders to the right by 
using their language. On the issue of asylum seekers the 
government's use of words like “bogus” and “swamping” 
has helped consolidate the racists’ argument. 

Ministers state that immigrants are living in closed 
ghettos, or closed communities, and that they do not 
speak the language of the host nation at home, that they 
perpetuate their own traditions, which leads to a lack of 





integration socially and culturally - I thought he was 
talking about the British in Spain! Do as I say, not as I do. 
Clearly this is not helpful in the fight against racism. 
The lessons of Chile are important. Fascists will join 
the unions and will try to take them over in the right 
circumstances. | lived and experienced this in Chile. 
. This brings me to the absolutely crucial job of 
Searchlight. The monitoring and exposure of 
fascist activity gives us the information we 
need to ensure that the fertile political ground 
that the fascists thrive on is protected by trade 
- unions so that the fascists are sent back to 
_ their gutters. Searchlight is also doing very 
important work supporting local com- 
- munities which are under threat from the 
BNP and working to support anti-racist 
- and anti-fascist groups at community level. 
\ My own union is working to support 
communities under threat and _ has 
_ produced a practical guide for trade union 
- members and representatives on the BNP 
and other racist organizations. 
_ We trade unionists must reclaim the 
disaffected members within our own 
ranks and within the community. 
Noting together with Searchlight is the best way 
forward. I urge all members, branches and regional 
~ councils of my union and others to affiliate to, and 
~ work with, Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 
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